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Short Story-First Place

A Shamef ul Killing

William H. Davis, Jr.
Charli e checked the Jiffy Mart from t
be closing soon He tried to i1 magine
he saw the gun
He pulled the pistol from his pocket
cal i ber. He didndét know the make or mo
it, he was a big man
Charlie had suffered from Alittl e man
really small enchughj a4 ©t hdivee. aHe omagpd etxr
bully, but that had gotten him beaten
opportunity to prove to himself that h
number of things he wasnoét.
When Charlie had been paroled the fir
respect him because of his tattoos. He
responded as they had before. When he
more tattoos, he was even more sure pe
someone with his experience was to be
dumbfounded to | earn that children and
who showed something even close to wha
course, after Charliebs early childhoo
his thinking was so distorted that he
was; the concept of fear and respect w
Was it something from prison? No one k
every friend that he had evebrodhyad. Eve
He noticed movement at the Jiffy Mart.
and soon old Leonard would know he was
He told himself that if the old man n
shoot him on the spot. The ol d man had
respect . Leonard had no right to be as
bigger then Charlie and had to be sixt
shoplifters, that old cuss actually sl
he had done me | i ke thatéo Charliedbds t
apprehension swell up i nsi de. Al d&dm not
reali zed he said this aloud. He | ooked
The i solated | ocation of the Jiffy Ma
The fact that his residence was only t
obstacle to his plan for quick money.



As Charlie neared the entrance of the
removed his shirt. I n his tank top sty
were Vvisible. So this was why the ol d
found himself stopped at the front doo
old man turned and | ooked directly at
just stared; then he turned away and r
up. Charlie pushed ever so |lightly on
housing. The door was | ocked. He felt
under his breath. fAYoudre a lucky ol d
there |l ooking at the road and thought
mil es away. He fumed at his inheritanc
| and. I nstead, he was given only a few
Wayne had always been favored, he hadé
rattling. Before he could snap to ol d
AYou need something kid?d6 He stood fro
Sonny, if you need something, you bett

AThat odsds,snmaradaught ©6aéo His thoughts
passed.

Al 6 m-ofncer.t.y. ol d man. 6 There, he had sp
wasnot afraid of Leonard. The ol d mano
set of crowds feet at each temple. ALI
old you are. You either gonna buy some
door. o0 The ol d mands stare intensified

AUh, yeah, uh...some beer. o AWell I d
Charlie stepped in as if walking throu
cooler, r-packevadtansetkcing the brand
As he spackhensike counter the ol d man
AJust what the hell are you up to. son
gogllamn stick up?0 Charlie was caught ¢
reached his hand into his pocket the o

ABefore you pull that piece, | et me t
intend to give you a mother scratchoen
t hat, whatever it is you got stashed i
pack of friggndé soda you call beer and
on me and | swear | 611 make you kil n
get away with this. So make up your mi
Charlie was trembling so hard he coul d
|l ights flooded the store entrance

As i f things werendt bad enough, a | a
A big lumbering uniformed officer exit
and asked, AYou stild/] open, Leonard?5o



Charlie | aid a five dollar bill on co
moment . fAEverything okay Leonard?o

ANo, hell no everything ainét okay,
got -aas &f acdo p -naonsde ap usmkotst i | | mill én arot
mi nute, and | | ock yaodoll up i n here.o
his change. The big officer set a big
counter .

He watched Charlie until he was out o
trouble. o Leonard met the big officero
about me. 0

The big officer | aughed out | oud. fHe
trouble. Aindét that old Minnie Preston
answered, fADondt know, dondét care. o Wi
completely dampened, he paid for his ¢
breat h.

The door came al most off i1its hinges.
kicker, but because it was so old and
abusing for the | ast two months ran fo
under the couch she poked her snout ou
|l oyal dog can do. fAThat ol d bastard!o

Charlie felt as if his brain would ex
called the cops. |l know he didéo He ki
flying through t-ha&ckiaof ddHreape ussgdad hlee s
for beer against the wall He | eaned o
hugging the floor, tail bet ween her | e
Seeing something of himself in the qui
burying the toe of his boot into the d
the corner with sever al broken ribs I
mound on the floor.

AYou shit on the floor againéo The mu
when Charlie pulled the revolver from
now he |l eveled the front sight on the
second, a third. Six in all, the shots

The first round knocked a tuft of fur
spinning the ani mal around. -sThae neexdi t i n
sheet rock with blood as it penetrated
round clipped the dogs foreleg, al most
rib cage glancing down through the sto
stream. The forth round struck the fl o
splinters into the air. The fifth roun
sl ashingi onpkbngapsixhen gl ancing away.
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Photography-First Place
April Arredondo



Short Story-Second Place

Extreme Communication
William H. Davis, Jr.

Matthew tried to hear Master Kimbs
Master Kimdébs presence. fANever react
not an exercise in the dojo This wa
real. These were real thugs. Street
acting as aggressors The one facing
what .. .thirty pounds? And there was

He made a conscious effort to contr
came into sharp focus. He had never
conditions. He thought of the upcomi
assured by many that to earn a bl ack
get bsaevercal ti mes.

As apprehensive as he was about fac
was different, much different. Matt h
Kim had promised him, AnOne of my gre
had one eye al most closed and a near
green belt test, not to mention how
wondered at his anxiety over this fe
fell ow student ask Master Kim about
answered, fAGive as much consideratio

The sound of the fellow asking some
brandishing the knife barely registe
instructions. Consider...as much as
had a weak chin He was al so missing
back hurt. The other fellow, about h
too much coffee Matthew remembered
address the most I mmediate threat fi
kni fe, who was repeating his demand
mi nd Master Kim spoke, fihonest words
found his voice, Al o6l not give you
myself. o6 Matt stepped back into an o

The big guy had a puzzled | ook on h
his cohort if he had heard correctly
completely off him A show of disres
in a street fight

Matt had an urge to fire a front ki
Master Kim agai Thudawthi Mas tsayodé of al

n ®d®>S FTOWoSTOLY D

(0



had even heard of Thucydides, he real]|
considerably. He al so imagined how thi
movement as the smaller of the two ste
the guy was armed with a |l ength of pip
perhaps changed things.

He was aware of the big guy speaking
your asso registered | oud and cl ear A
Kim, confidencewandhcoaoawagdl|l yaboasgsting

As i f he was hearing someone el se say
it you big buffoon, see what happens. o

The big guy took a step towards Matt.
Kwon Boxing stance The big guy stoppe
di stance Hol ding the knife out trying
Ayou think you Kung Fu or somedn. o0 Mat
knife He saw doubt in the big manbds e

AAh Mattyes, window of soul .o

Mattdés words seem to come from inside
Jong. 0O

The big guy again | ooked at his partn
who messed big Burnis up?o

Before he could answer Matt found hin
master of Korean marital arts; he is a
respectfully or 1611 €0

The big guy was taken back by the fac
bet ween t hem. Il n an over reaction to t
backward as he did.

The big guyds question sparked Matthe
AWoul d be Rapist Hospitalized by Local
was this story that brought Matthew to
studio. He remembered how i mpressed he
witnessesd descriptions of the confron
repul sed he had been by the character

Bur ni s Hahregarvoyv ewe iegxhtt i e xleaosert hraereug ¢
sex offender, one of those who seem to
Hargroveds |l uck ran out when he put hi
big Burnis not been high on PCP, its |
broken an arm...dislocated his shoul de
an eye. and fractured his skull. But

Matt was brought from his memories by
Spi ke, |l etds dondét mess with this Jap
guy | ooked from Matt, to his cohort, b



painfully obvious. The Masterds words
remembeu, Mant tattacker must win, the va
Could he avoid this confrontation? His
to do so if possible. He knew Master J
excuse for -d,i glhiwa nRandgiM2ad tcode, better
than risk danger or injury, better to
to kill, better to kill than to be kil
The mastero6s words were cut short.
The big guy stepped forward, teeth cl
fired a front kick into the big manods
i f suddenly violently il!/ and vomiting
was an easy mar k. Over and back. The Kk
As if in slow motion the smaller of t
his head. Matt felt the side kick star
through his body, his hips picking up
firing out. Textbook in its execution,
barely aware of the resistance offered
|l ifted his attacker off his feet sendi
|l anded squarely on his back struggling
Matt stood there. He hear daMagber gKbobno
cause to risk such danger éo He was st a
He turned to see Master Kim standing a
He assumedstarce,eslpewed at the wai st.
bowed slightly in response. AForgive n
all owed myself to react out of anger. o
Master Kim | ooked into Matthewds eyes
clearly heard -bj sstiwbcks, andhsMahéeséo
Matthew bottom jaw dropped. He realiz
Do master, being able to project his t
could do was utter, AMaster Kimébo
Master Kim s miu,e dy.oui Choanvee Mautcth t o | ea
moment was broken by the sudden moanin
his dislocated shoul der.

Matthew | ooked around and asked, fMas
AAh Matt hey have much to | earn as wel
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Short Story-Third Place

Letter and Dispatches
Wi lliam H. Davis, Jr.

TOSarah Ann McMi | FRoOM: Lt. Andr ew
Mc Mi I I i an
P. O. Box 100, Rt . 1 MAGSOG,
2nd Battalion
Barns City, | owa Ranger
Co. 123, Attc 24t h

Mech I nfantry Division

Baghdad, Il ragq
Dear Sar ah:

|l |l ove and miss you, Darl ing. l 6m sur
did I survive the snake bite, but it g
thosescadwd viperds, the bite is subjec
wounds healbeeBuits tohweerf rse,eon. Just as w
in this infirmary. The photos of | itt]l
| earned to walk already? Hopefully thi
soon. Sarah, give my |l ove to all. |l ha
little Andy every day for the |l ast two

Andy
TOLt. Andrew McMi FROMN Art McMillian
MAGSOG¢é P. O. Box 100¢
Dear Andy:

You dondot know how relieved your moth
you Rangers are. She was also hoping t
home. She and Sarah talked about it fo
Andy. It reminds me of Nam, only there
Those damned Kraits. Doné6ét know of one
Fortunately, youdbre working under diff
cover has got to be hell for recon Th
apply for that government subsidy i f t
proud of you, Andy. Just Kkeep your hea

11



TORobert Hammons, FROM: Lt . Andrew Mch

215 Crescent Drive MAGCGSOGEé
Dear Mr . Hammons:

It is with deep regret that | fulfil!]l
son was my best friend and respected b
was doing. Your son died a hero. He sa
the open, and Bobby | aid down suppress
|l aid behind a smal/l berm no more then
coming from all directions. Hi s action
air cover He not only saved us, but b
the trucks were carrying wounded. Maj o
for a Silver Star Hi s absence | eaves
Art and me know i f there is anything w
God Bless you all.

Lt Andrew McMillian

TO: Sarah McMillian FROM: Lt. Andrew

Mc Mi | I i an

P. O. Boxé. MA C
SOGé
Dear Sar ah:

|l Il ove and miss you Darling. Sorry it
Things are heating wpcal phietd. hledrvwe obfedn
Recon is getting more difficult. l nsur
there may be an official i nquiry into
raising hell. They keep putting him of
the | adies at church for all of 1st pl
be |l eaving early, so | must sign off.
|l ove you all. God Bl ess.

Andy
TOCol . Harold EROMhudMawor twh H. Dr ake
Commande-SOGMAC Dep.

Com. ,-B88G

Command One, 2nd BattahdoBattalion,
Ranger

Ranger Co. , LRRP, Att €Co, , 123, At tc
241t h

24t h Mech I nfantry DiWMech I nfantry

12



No | ess than twenty men under my CcoOmma

and the 123rd has taken on every Cl ass

days The continued rumors of an intel

mor al e My request was on behalf of my

of 2nd Battalion. | ask you to reconsi
Ma j W. H. Dr ake

T OMaj . W. H. Dr ake FROM: Col . Har ol d C.

Chuckworth

Dep., Co30OG MAC Commander, MAC
SOG

Ranger Co., 123¢ Command Oneé
Maj . Dr ake,

Your concern for the security of 2nd
are denied. Al of them. The 123rd att
duty, without question, to the | ast ma
properly disciplined your men they wou
ambush of June 9th was unavoidable. We
you and the 123rd to act accordingly.
concl uded, Il will deal with you insubo

Col Harold C. Chuckworth
TOMaj . W. H. Drake FROM: Capt. Frank Cro
MD, PPS
Dep., Co®0G MAC 2nd Battalion, Med
2nd Battalion Attc, 24th Mech In
Di v.
Maj . Dr ake:

It is my considered opinion that afte
McMilliands | ast psychol ogi cal profil e
| mmedi atel y. He is suffering from seve
a result of the June 9t h ambush of the
directly to Col Chuckworth, to no ava
his condition. Unfortunately my super.
wi || be contacting the A.G. about this

Capt. F Cromwel I , Md . PPS
2ns Battalion, Me d Corpé

13



Col . Chuckworth:
Harry, we have known each other f
riend. | hope my next one wil/l no
i's sector. The old man is on my
t contained you
|l i sh the gener a
y. Sever al peop
he June 9th am
| you, Harry,
by out office.
l i able. And scu
I Alright again. .. Well,
ake has |l et it be know
ery dangerous game. Ha
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TO: Lt. Andr ew RNXMMi IMaijan W. H. Dr ake
( OPERATI ONAL DI RECDEVE) Com. , MACé

MACé 24t hé
Andy, | did what | could
afraid it wondt help in ti
assigned s direct escort
command |l survive this.
requi si hat ever we ne

Chuckwo inks this wil
|l . Seems to bal
go with wus Lt.
, Dep. , COM. , MACé

i on, Range Co. 123
: th Infantry Div.
*** OP. DI R. EQUI P REQ *** (op. Egqp.
15ééM 1026 HMMWY (Humvee)
(4,08 cal. Mountings)
(660 BMG mountings)
27¢é¢é. SAW 249
(6000 BHAS 5S56 ammo)
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(300, 200 Rnd assault paks)
117ééM93 Fragmentation grenades
12eé.-6M, BMG

(2200 Rmdiss, TM62 NATO Ammo)

(all personal weapons to be charged by
1 CCCP (SovTget) iRP&Srts (Cap., Supply)

Note:Lt. Ma c , |  ¢ledV3e fyamuw salwle thhaer eM a1t
the .60 ammo. Say Mac, I dondét know wh
seems too. But yoall keep your heads d
123rd. Donét know what you wil/|l do wi't
hedéd take full respons-i-wiolritthy .hals guess
pl anned for him. Oh, yeabastdhese inser
magnesium. Supposed to penetrate 300mn

Lt . J. C. Moor e
24t h I nfantry Sup. Ma g .
Associated Press Bulletin:

A fierce attack on another Baghdad co
armed Rangers and helicopter gun ships
Monday, | eaving at | east five Ameri can
Over fifty insurgents were killed ***|
decorated officer, Colonel Harold C. C
critically injured when an insurgent f
Chuckworth had come under criticism re
certain intelligence channels consider
body wi | be flown back to the States
|l raqé
Uncl e Art

|l hope | havendét hurt you all too bad
Art, you always taught me that sometin
thinking. You have been | i ke a Father
telling him this now. |l hope you can f
| had to do.

15



General Art-First Place

Serenity
Ryan Andrew Hanson
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Short Story-Honorable Mention

We

O 40 < oX CcC X X0
O -ST u!mWQAoOc O
-~ —-< Su» 55—

('DCDOOCOQJO_'CDQJ_'L.U)—‘DQ)
cwmw

s —o0ooao
- -5 -

DO wo =

F. L. O.
Julio A. Mar cos

came upon the building where the
y morning and the place was stil]
the place would start buzzing wi
apper/ murderer was in the buildin
But we had to wait for the right

t |l'i ke clockwork the door to the
apper, we wil cal l hi m Mr. Br own
every morning we have scoped the

meeovkayi aahpyi ng. He | ooked aroun
ng behind the bushes. We waited t
hink he | eft the hostages unatten
er .

tension was mounting. Our muscl e
kl'y and quietly. It i s what we ha
i sted of three, |l being the | eade
name " Toad" was to my right. Mar y

We wemexypyeunghaeddebet mveati on.
not afraid of getting caught.

gl anced at each other, knowing th
was holding a crowbar in case we
a nod, from me we ran out from b
ding. We ran up the stairs and th
tepped inside. That was something
ticed

hostages were in a corner in the
hem Tadpol e was watching out the
rn. Toad was taking our backpacks
"re here to get you out," | told
y stared at me in amazement and a
d unzipped the backpacks and pull

He opened the boxes and | aid th
only for now

me on, guys, hurry!" Tadpole said
umped up. "lIs someone coming?" |
will be out of here in a jiffy."

oo3Q

o T~

\Y

()



We went back to task at hand. We
over to the hostages and pulled the I
jumped around excitedly or nervously,
the other aquarium and filled up his b
up also with hostages and put the |I|id
want to touch the tages because she
schooler isn't?

We put the boxes k into the backpa
was still doing |l ookout and said the <c
and ran to the bushes. We jumped behin
pounding and sweat uring off our bod
and to make sure coast was <cl ear.
an hour, we | eft hiding place.

We ran behind the her buildings ti]l
We kept | ooking back to make sure we w
were sure that we e safe, we turned
still swawteddf we chance to run ac
enough, and we made ur way across.

On this side of road-ovm st mi sh ugied
of the road except r a creek that f1
destination. We cal y wal ked to the ¢
al most over. 't was oughly sixty yard
made good ti me.

Tadpole kept a | ookout even though |
foll owed. Toad and knelt by the wate
creek was not very i g, maybe two feet
but it did spread tty far and the w
unzipped the backp s and took out th
the hostages stared t us

They saw the water and |i ke a magnet
gone. We felt satisfaction for a job w
mi ssion for the Frog Liberation Organi

18



Photography-Second Place

Crystal Me a u X
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