





Sxpressions

Spring 2016

Volume XXX



Visit
SXPIessons 2016

Online

@

www.lamarpa.edu

1.HomePage
2. QuickLinks
3. CampusPublications


http://www.lamarpa.edu/

Tableof Contents

Short Story

0 To To T8 =T o I o T = TSP 11
1st Place

YT [0 F= AN o] 1[0 J 14
2nd Place

NV 1L (o] (=T A TR o N o = 4 T A < TP 18
3rd Place

A =T 0r= T [0 I T 1 A/ = TR 22
Honorable Mention

SHCKIANA, D @ N N Y. e e e e e aaaa 25

Honorable Mention

Essay

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

1st Place
TS B =AY/ o IR N 1 1 T 31
2nd Place

JONESTIMOTNY....coii e e e e e et e e e et e 34
3rd Place

///////////////////////

Honorable Mention

Holliday, CHILON T.....cooii oo cmmmm et e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeee e s 39
Honorable Mention

SHACKIANG,D @ N N Y@ttt ettt ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 41
Honorable Mention

L= T TR = 44

Honorable Mention



Book Review

ReynoldsCo |l t 0.n.é..oiiiiieee e,

1st Place

[ AV 3 AN 1 1 16

2nd Place

DaAVIS, AU ... e e

3rd Place

BlankenshipThomas............c..coooviiiiiiimme e

Honorable Mention

BrocksRayshaun...............coooviiiicmccce e

Honorable Mention

LiteraryCritique

(€] 7= T [0 1 (€= 11 [S157- PR

1st Place

FOSAICKLAUIA. ... et s

2nd Place

JacksonS h € | Vol @

3rd Place

Poetry

Abshire St ep h a.n.i.e.b...eeviiieieenennnn,

SalinasMi C h a.€.]...€..ccooviiii e

1st Place
3rd Place

JonesTimothyAlleNn...........ceiiiiiiieii e

Honorable Mention

HughesClarence..............cooooiiiiceccc e

Honorable Mention

Martin, Ge o f f .l Y. it

Honorable Mention

.................................. 46

.................................. 60

.................................. 74

.................................. 78

................................. 19

................................. 82



POITAS,SKYIBE.... .o et e e et e e e et e s s e e e e e 85
Honorable Mention

BarriENtOS,PAOIA.......eeieeee e et o———— 88
Honorable Mention

U Lo o TN =T o [ o T = 91
Honorable Mention

Photography

DAy, ASRIAN...... .o m—————————— s —————————— 13
1st Place

Y= To [0 =Y G N T ST A - SRS 24
2nd Place

WaShBDUIN, CaItliN... ..t e e s e s s et e e s s e e ea s mmmn 30
3rd Place

General Art

7= T o F= 0 AN o T o N T o = YRR 10
1st Place

0T = 1S3 4 V7 = P 21
2nd Place

(€011 (V4 (5103 (0] 0 G = T 27
3rd Place

BanNdaANt O N 1.0, ettt e et mmmme et e e e e et e e e e eba s s 38
Honorable Mention

HUSSEYCRNIISIOPNEE. ... rrmm e et e e amnd 43
Honorable Mention

CervanteSA Nt N 0. .Y €. 49
Honorable Mention

T TR 0 £ 1 T 56



S =1 Y R I o - V= T P < TR 63
Honorable Mention

AndersonD 0 a N g .€.1...0. 6. .o 73
Honorable Mention

CoverArt

Gomez, Hector
Xéééeeéeééeeeeéeeeeeeeeeeeee. . éee. Pagent

1st Place

Ortiz, AD I g Al ks 17
2nd Place

BT TR 10 £ 1 33
3rd Place

POITAS SKYIBL.... .o e e et e e e et e e e et mmmme e 77
Honorable Mention

LUGJO,P € 0 10 ettt e e e e e e et s e e 80
Honorable Mention

= 18 (1T F= W= AV TS 84
Honorable Mention

RamMireZR a | @ N.d.Q. 8. . i mmmme e e e e e e ra e emmn 87
Honorable Mention

SAUCEUAJAVIEL.....uui i iiiiii et emmmme et e e et e e e et e s smmmm e e e et e e e eaan e e sese s smmmmran s 90
Honorable Mention

Faculty

EI I i s, Donnééééééeeé .é 9498 100,101,103, 105

BelyQUCRAM. .. ... e e e e e e a——— 95

DAVIS, BUISAIA. ... .cuieiei ittt ettt e e s ettt e st e e e e e e e s s e e 97

D103 (T - N VA = S 99

JUAICEMICREIIE. ... et et e e e e e s e e 104

//////////////////

PEeIEBIR O D @ i L e e e eee 11742 120






1st Place GenerAkt

AntonioBanda
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1st Place Short Story

The Shiny Little Cross
Pedrd_ugo

Staring into hiseyes) could see the pain he wadmlding backin tears.Sittingthere,
motionless| couldnotunderstandvhy thismanl barelyknewwould sharehishorrific sto ry
with me.

0 d o re@enknowwhy | askedor thekeys---,1d i dewvebknowhowtod r i kee , 6
staredblanklyintoamemory.

0 Pr efpra h e wprisonguardyelled,bringing usboth out of areveriethatheld us
bound.

Laterthatday,sitting onthefloor with mybackagainsthewall outsidethe doorof my
cell,I wonderedif | couldeverbeforgivenbythefamiliesof myvictims.Hesitatingto open
my little worn outNewTestament,scannedheday-room,andtherehewas sitting ona
stainlessteelkable,lookingup ataTVmountedonthewall. Hewore awhite muscle tee
shirt, exposingattooghatcouldbarelybeseerduetohisdark coloredskin. Thatwas whenl
noticedthe crossonhisarmthatlookall toofamiliar.

| finally openedmy pocketTestamenandreadascripturewhereJesuspokeof for-
giveness.

0t anmn®dtr ldvhigperedto Godundermy breath.

oYgesu can, 06 ftdgaveyepl ibed, oI

Closingmy eyesandleaning my headback, relivedthe storyl sawthroughtheeyesof a
killer.

| sawthemfirst invadingsomducklessv o m a moesmakingtheir waybackinto a
parking-lot with her belongingsjncluding the keysto hercar. Not knowing how todrive a
standard,his partner in crime could not get them out of firgear.Suddenlya man in a
white truck pulled up and cursed at them through tleeack of the passengewindow -- a
0 h e rGettingout of the car, thekiller fired off abuck-shot,bursting that window. Watch-
ing intently, hisothertwo crime partnersstayin aget awaycarparkednearby.Beforehe
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smokeclearedirom thebarrelof thegun,boththeo h e andtbek i | twepartherswere
gone, fleeingoff into thenight.

0 Stleerel w a shesaid,0 lneandrunning onfootwith ashotgunandapursewhen |
encounteredacouplecarrying grocerybagsheyhadjustgottenout of their trunk. | point- ed
theshotgunin their directionanddemandedhekeys Seeinghefearin hereyesandthat she
wasabout to let out a scream, | aimed toward her face and pulledttiggier. Cockingthe
shotgun,l thenpointedit atthem a nabestAtpoint blankrange,l squeezednthehair
trigger. o

Voicedrom theday-roombroughtmebacktothepresenimoment. thoughtabout
thatshinylittle crossmyonly possessiotihatheldanysentimentalalue.lt waslefttome
twenty-five yearsagoaftermyparentswerebrutally murderedbyafifteenyearold, now
servinglife in prison. Thesamecrossthat waslinked to the keyshe askedor whenhe,

0 d i dveninowhowtod r i Masomy ten.

Atthatmoment,myheartwentcoldandnumb.RebellingagainstGod,| whisperedo
Him,0 F o r g iismaam@psos.l mustavengahebloodthatcriesouttome . 6

Hisresponsswvas, OWhat about the blood | shec
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1st Place Photography
Ashlan Day
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2nd Place Short Story
Marionettes

Antonio Banda

Theshow was on itsvay to begin,and the performers Diana and Daphne, late as
usual, rushed into their unitads. Josef, the strongman, prepped for his act in his Tarzan
outfit while applyingaVaselinelike substancéo his curly moustachelt cameasashockto me
andDianawhenhertwin, Daphne begandatingthat meatheadlosefiNoonecanblame her;
our acttravelsacrosgheglobe butwerarely meetanyonenewor interesting.There was one
other performer the quiet and reserved snaktgarmer,Ananta. Henever spokeand his face
had a melancholic expression with a face withered dolynyears of depression.|
wonderedif it couldbebecausdehandlesandcarriesaroundapoisonousking co- brawith
him all hoursof the day.We couldnot carelessWewereBarbiediving in adream house.

Asthetwins performed therestof uswaitedin our uncomfortablyhard steekhairs.|
havealwaysassumed wasto helpour posture buthookingour limbsaroundthismetallic
torture devicesinhumaneandnowayto treatstarperformers DaphneandDianaaretwo
partsof thesamanagnetcompleteoppositesTheycaneachpasdor theother,butcouldbe
easily be identifiedby their personalities. Dianéivesup to a name like hers; she is some
thing of a virtuous princess. Daphnépwever,s more of a supporting character pulled from
TheGreatGatsbyshewantedto bewild andfree.Fromlastn i g relheérsabndthe roarofthe
applausdhetwins absolutelynailedit. Theircontrastingpersonalitieseento balance out as
they perform. Daphnavasthe ravaginghurricane around the calm centezye,Diana was
tearingthe audience off their feefThe0 Bos s 6 i s now iperfermeombu c i n

0 A malw pleasagivearound of applausdor themagnificentP e n e | | ooplehead
thecheersandtherising of the crowd astheyshotout of their seats.Thiswholeexperierce
bestows upon me glowing red in my cheeks and a smile any face, butnevernervous
nessStagdright is an outfit | couldneverwear. There is something about tistagethat
screams home. It feels like | was created specifically for this purposi. thé crowd
cloakedn darknesandthelight beamedn myeyesshadowsandsilhouettesveretheonly
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recognizabldigures,asalways.Theperformanceasasoloscendrom Swanlakeandl was the
tragicboundOdettelt progressedlowlyastheballetandmusicovertookmecreating the
impressiorof cadenceanovementshroughouttheact.Astheendapproachedgsudden jolt
originating from my neckjerkedmy headnow facingthe opposite direction invhich it was
meantto be.Amurmur traveledtheaudiene.l wasshockedMy bodybeganto correct itself,
yetall | longedto dowascurl up in aball from shameandembarrassmenilhiswas notmy
mistake puttherewasno oneelseto blame.Theaudiencesettledandcontinuedto watch my
act. Therealizationcamethat | wasnotin control of my own body.My bodycon- tinued to
perform as rehearsed and there wasthing | could do about it. The tormenting melody
subsidedndwasreplacedvith anagonizingapplauseAninvoluntary bowresulted.

| rushedoff stagaurgently wanting to speakwith Dianaor Daphne butthe peculiar
nesf thisdayhasnotfinished.My legswantedto run towardsmy friends,but it waslike a
nightmarewherel remainedstationaryl canseehem,butthe pathseemedo stretchand
darken. | could make out theifaces. Nevehad theireyesseemed glossier or more lost. |
musthaveblackedout. Thenextsecond awokeon my uncomfortablechair in adifferent
room, a smalleplace,but the samerisis.l was in a glas®ox, but could barey scan the
roomin this veil of black.Only asmallsliverof moonlighttouchedthisroom.Thecoldglass
againsimyhandscreatedgyoosebumpthatflowedthrough myshouldersdownmyback.It felt
hopeless$o screantor help,sol huddledin acornerandwhimpered.

oOYouol I |l earn to |ive with 1t, 06 a f ami

0 D a p Hgthatyou?Wh a gaingon?Whatarewedoingh e r kerésgondedcys
terically.

oOWedre nothing, but controll able dolls

Sheexplainedthisd ¢ i & € wadnothingmorethanapuppetshowperformedbya
semifamouspuppeteerOur actwasnotevenour act.It wasanEarthshatteringrevelation for
me.Thelife | livedisalie andtechnicallyneverbelongedo me.

oDo Diana and Josef know?o6 | asked.

0 T hdend Thereherenexttomewith thesemindlesslydeadeyesYoucanseghem
whenthemoonlightshiftsin thisdirection.It isdisturbingtolooka t Daphnesaid.

0 Isdemsurawarenesgonically allowsustotalkwith onea n o t hAnetheyvdicesaidon
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the other side of me.

OAnanta? You knew as well ?206 | shrill ed

oYou wi | | better assess the situation
said.

oWhat if we escape?06 | exclai med.

oYdalhink thatds a ‘hueklbdod ouapgybuiare attached foraa n t
crossby strings.Evenf whatyousayis possiblewhat would wedo?Gooff andleadnormal
lives?We O0pleppet s, Penel ope. 6 An ahateaevadeftgoured .
S e aAn&htaadded.

My astonished mind wadraggedback to my lifelessragdoll body and | realized |
barelymovedacentimeter] &still onthistorture device My mind hadliterally wandered.

0 Aumorous misconception about snake charmera/esdo not charm snakes with
music;thedangerouseptilesrespondo movemenof fingers,muchlike wed o Anantade-
claimed.0 Wareboundhere.Thiscouldbeaheavenor ahell dependingpnhowyouma k e |
I refused to |Iisten. O0Thi s weaepassadtoithe nexts ¢
generatiorand thenextasour bodiesdbegintod e t e r iAoantavergon.d sickfeel ing
bellowed inside me and twisted throughy insides. Mybodyis frozen and | caronly stareat
theabysasit staredackatme. NothingseemsomatteranymoreweareinBab i e s h o u
horror.

16
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2nd Place Cover Art
Abigail Ortiz
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3rd Place Short Story
Reflections

VincentWilmore

Aunt Betty bestknownasdo M o m miaandhasbeenmy strengthwhile dealingwith
myincarceration.Therulesandpeopleseento changeonadaily basian thisenvironment.
Wenotonlyfacetheproblemseveryoneonthe outsidedealwith, butwearesubjectedo
under-trainedpowerhungry guardsandinmatesrom everywalk of life.

| wasnottherefor Momma,six yearsafterather passing] still hearandseeherin my
dreams.

oVincent, 6 that voice could al ways wak

0 heedto haveaword with you.Pleaseyaby,becareful,y o uravimgtoofastin life
|l ately. o

0 Co dimd,prepar e for chow, a re tomphie Volce oivthered o w .
ficer.

Mommaraisedmefrom teenage/earsto adulthood.Wemetin thesummerof 1987,
while visiting myfatheronvacation.Theysharedahometogethermybiologicalmotherput me
in hercare.Sheooktheresponsibilityof raisingme,sonaturally webecamereryclose.

TheNigerianofficer saysp G i nvegourl D Stayingin compliance is the bestayto
keep an officer quiet and send him on his way.

While putting on my clothes, gettingeady for work, a thought come to min@d. Wh a t

will todaybel i kmg assignediutyistocookin thekitchen.Theshifthours
aretwo, till eight-a.m.Working helpskeepmy mind off the free-world, family, andmy fel-
low offenders.

Upon entering the kitchen, a female officer draws my attention

0 L i sdnasgoustarttodatetherearethreetypesof womenin theworld: good,
better,andbeststick.With your first two choicesy o unéverlindthet hi r d . 0

OWi Il more, 6 the guardds voice snaps me
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o0 T finishing earlysoevenypbodycanleavef o d mgndissmall,andremember
cleanasyoug o thekitchensergeantellsme.

While incarceratedoositivedecisiommakingisastartforanyo f f e metabilitadian
andagoalonemustachievebeforere-enteringsociety.

P r i gnaimpdrposeshousingoffendersChanganustbeinitiatedbyanindividual
whowantsbetterin life.

Thevast majority ofmy time was spent with Momma, in the kitchenevertaking time
tolearnhowto cook.Beingpleasedvith mydiligentwork, thekitchen captainsignedmeup for
culinary arts;my planswereto showMommathe cookingskill I learnedin class.

Mo mm dainiyy/iscreoletheycamerom FrenchancestryThevastmajorityof cre- oles
arelight skinned,andloveto cook.Alsothelanguagds Frenchwith aheavysouthern accent.

oBaby, slow down your drinking is gett
0 | dgethdlpMomma,l p r o miwser@mywwordsof choice,soshewill leaveit be.

0 H evatchi tagcoéworkertellsme.Notpayinganyattenion, wealmostcollided
with pots and pans.

Asmydaycomedoaclose] ofull andtired, mightaswell gobacktothedormtore-
lax. Thatwasmyintention.

OWi |l more, go to the chapel, 6 the guard

Whenanoffenderistold theyareneededn the chapel,hewould figure thatisagoodthing. It
isnot! Alwayssomeypeof badnewscomedrom thechapel.

When| enterthe chapel,theair is stale ,andthe hallway dimly lit. ChaplinBellisa small
man,veryfrail, with agoattee,andadingybaselall cap.Hisgreetingwasveryrude.

O YOWi,l mor e?5¢6
0 Ysisl,am. O
oDo you know Sonny Johnson? He call ed

oThat is my Uncle,o6 | replied. But | t
Uncle volunteered in the prisons. She could n,emember which one it was.
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Fromtheconversatiorwewerehaving,l thoughtheworkedhere.Asituationlike this
would getmeshippedfar awayfrom thearea.

0 Whdpyoua s ktrging to beslickwith my answer.0 D o

youknowBettyChar | es ? 6

OThat ommanywiMy ? 6

0She passed Sunday. o

0OToday is Thursday, you are telling me

ol received the call on my way home, p

0 S| domaprisoncompound;surroundedbyrazorwire andthreegunt o w ed We |0l

anyway,doyouwantto makeaphonec al | ? 6

ol 61 1 be damned, he just blew me off. 0
| called home, talked to my sister, she explained the details about Momma, and | hung up.

Chaplin Bellgaveme a passfor three-daysoff work, sothat | could geta hold of my-
self.Incarcerationssomething would neverwishonanybody.

In my dreams after her passingMommastill hauntsme. TheBibleandQ u r ®athn
statethat when we die, we restuntil judgementday.Or, do we moveon to anotherlife, one
from which we canstill communicatewith lovedones?

20



2nd Place General Art
Skyler Porras
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Honorable Mention Short Story
DecidingtoDrive

SilviaMercado

Thealarmwasscreamingat meto wakeup, thesunbarelypeakedverthehorizon. My
eyesvereshutasmy mothe turnedonthelight, blinding me.Thelight shinedbrighter than
the sun in the middle of thday.l punched the alarntlockthinking, © H ewegoa g a iThe. 06
clockreadfive thirty -onein themorning andit wastime to beginanotherexten siveday.

It wasmy last year inhigh school. Allmy friends were still sleeping as | got up for

school Theyall drovetheir carsto schoolwhile | strolleddown the busystreetof 9th Ave.lt was
only the second week in the school, amy fear ofdriving was alreadyruining what was
supposedo bethebestyearof myteenagetife becaus®f losingsleepeverymorning, wasting

time walking, and spendingno time with my friends in the afternoon. As | trotted around in

my room hunting for and gathering myclothes andnakeup, | recallthinking,0 Today i s
day,todayis the lasday| will waste timewalkinga ny wher e, espétfter al |y
havingbreakfastandbrushingmyteethandhair, | walkedoutsideto beginmy journeyto school

asl hadbeendoingfor what seemedike aneternity.l staredatmy carsit- ting in the driveway

and shookmy head,knowing | could nevercontrol suchan enormousnachine.The
responsibilityof beingbehindthewheelwasjusttoomuchfor metohandle.

My dayat school went as thesuwaldaydoes in the first weeks of any scho@ar.
Thechaosof wanting to sitbyall your friendsin all your classegheteachersavho are over
preparedandthosewho donotknowwhattheyaredoing;andtrying to getusedto the new
lunch menuthedistrict cameup with this year.Atlunch, after eatingmy sliceof pizza and
chattingwith friends,| purchasedawaterbottleandthrew it in mybackpackhenhead edto
fifth period;EnglishHourshaspassedsl| satin seventhperiod.l caughtmyselfgazed out the
window. | heard the teachebabblingabout somé&Norld War Il event, butmy focuswason
thebright sunshiningoutsidel realizedit wasalmostthatdreadedime of dayagain.Thebell
rangloudly andtheentireclasgumpedoutof their seat@ndstormedoutthedoor as they all
headedhome.l gatheredmy things,drank some water antéegan myexcursion home.
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It wasabright, hot,andhumid Tuesdayfternoon.Thetemperaturenvas101 degrees
Fahrenheit, the sun wasoiling and itwasroasting ne as | walked home from school. As |
arrivedto theenormous2000 squarefeet fiery redhousein which | lived, | sawthe shiny,
dark blue,1995 ToyotaCorolla.Completewith chromerims, leatherseatsandapanoramic
sunroof,it wasasightfor soreeyes.l stormednsidethe househuffing, puffing, andsweatingas
| chuckedmy backpackandsnatchedhe car keysoff of thewall. | jerkedthedriver door open
and sat behind thateeringwheel. For the first time in an eternity aftera s si ng my
test,my carwasonagain.

A Spaniststationplayedsoftlyandthetalk showhostdalkedaboutthecurrentweath er.
| rememberbuckling my seatbelandshifting the gearto reverseandbackingout of the
driveway.| drovealongthe beachside roadearingbirds peepingasthey flewacrossmy
windshieldlike aswift plane.l thought,0 Athdbeautifulthingsl &misseduton,themany
times | turned down parties angoingto themovies,or hangingout at the mall orbeachwith
friends,simplybecauséwasembarrassedboutaskingfor aride whenl hadalicense andch
car,andmyfearof driving wastoogreattoevent r ¥ronithatdayon,| wasunstop pable; |
overpoweredmy fear ofdriving. | enjoyed it so much; | fearduhvingto leavethat beautiful
darkbluebeautythatmademefeellike | wasin paradise.
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2nd Plac&hotography

Kristi Segura
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Honorable Mention Short Story

One to Remember
DannyStrickland

Thestarswerefading asthe clearnight skywasgiving wayto the comingdawn. Jeff and
hadbeenplanning andanticipatingthis trip for amonth. Hehoppedout of the air-
conditionedpickup andopenedhegatesol could pull through, thenquickly closedand locked
the gateagain.Bythetime hegotbackin thetruck, sweatbeadedn hisnedk and forehead.

Werolled downthewindowsandeasedcrosghefreshcuthaymeadow.Theonly
momentwasus,thenight wassilentandstill. Thefreshcut coastagrasdingeredin theair. In
the edgeof theheadlightsa large doe and helawn were drinking from a huge stock tank.
Aswenoisilyapproachedtheydashedway.

| parkedthetruck closeto thewatersoJeffandl couldunloadthe smallaluminum boat,
rods,reels,jcechestandtackleboxesBythetimewelaunchedtheboat,thesunwas peekig
overthehorizon.Wewerecreatingtheonlyripple in thelake.

Wecrept into the shallows in total silence, amdchof us carefully chose our lures and
where to place our first cast. Jaffiosea 0 j I t t er évergp saftlynexitoda dsad t |
limb. Heclickedthereelto starthisretrieval,andthebaitwiggled.It hadnot movedsix inches
andthewaterexplodednto action!l hollered,0 Nfair! la i ma&demycasty e tleff 6
whooped0 | @ahbgsh o yahddhefight wason. Afteracouplemomentshatseemedike an
eternity,Jeffpulledanine pound-four ouncelarge-mouthbasdrom thewater.

| hadchosera O buzz bait, ¢ nygirsdcashcoant. The plagemerd k e
wasperfect,right off the edgeof abunchof lily pads.Jeffswearghefishjumpedandcaught
my lure in midair, butdisastesstruck.My reelo b a ¢ k | andldokedikeabirdsnestihis
smallfishwassteadilypulling all thelittle knotstighter andtighter.

Jeffwascatchingnicefish with almosteverycast,andl wasspendingthe morning un-
tangling my first one.The sun and temperature were steadilsing and so wasny blood
pressureFinally,afteranhour andforty-five minutes,my reelwasbackin working order.As |
retrievedmy line, | realized the small $h hadtangled mybuzz bait in the roots of an old
deadoaktreeandgottenaway.Givingin to disgust| cursedandcuttheline.
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Bynow, Jeffhad caughttwelveverynicefish, andl washearingaboutit! So/| pickeda
oratt | e myboagndtieditonolrhink | triedeverylureinmybox,and Boxf f &
too,andcould notgetbuy a bite! Jeffwashavingthetime of hislife. We evenswappedish- ing
rods,andhe continuedto catchfish while | caughtnothing. Atnoonwereturnedto the truck,

Jff hadtwenty-onefish with the smallestwveighingright underfive pounds.Thelarg- estwas
hisfirst catchof theday,and| had caughtzero.

Standingon the bank,| madeonefinal cast,hopingto changemy luck. Theline jerked
andmy heart leaped, thdding in my chestThisthing washuge andfighting hard. We
foughtfor seemed@goodfive minutesandit finally gottired. Notwanting to risk losingabig
fish, | waded out knealeep to grab him. Jetfas beinga good sport an@heeringme on. |
lifted my rod with my left handandwasreachingto the waterwith my right handwhenan
extremelypissedff snappingturtle surfacedwith mylure in hisleftrearfoot.Hestretched his
neck,snappingandnearlybiting my fingers.l lungedbackwardsandfell. kff practically peed
himselflaughing!

Thiswasnotover! Theturtle gothis secondwvind. I lostashoen themud,andtheon- ly
way | couldkeeptheturtle from gettingme,wasto keepmyfishingrodata r nhehgth.
Jeffwasreally besidéhimselfnow. Hefinally stoppedaughinglongenoughto takemyrod and
reelsol couldgetup andfind my shoe.

Notwanting to lose another lureoleavei t i n t he turtleds fo
comedyshow.My thoughtwasto getastickacrosghet u r telckand Isolditsheaddown sal
couldgetmylure fromitsfoot. Aftertwo brokensticks atleastthirty minutes,andsome crazy
0 T h 6 & e oagap, theturtle finally gaveout. Jeffheldthetire iron acrosghetur-t | reéks
andl retrievedmylure.

Tired, disgusted, wet, anchuddy,| climbedinto my pickuprealizing | had left the
lightson. Thekeyturned, butthestarteronly clicked.My thoughtsasl startedthemile walk to
thef a r nmheusdvere,0 D o e getanyletterthant hi s ! 06
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3rd Place Geeral Art

Hector Gomez
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1st Place Essay
Obesity, the Big Problem

Peter Cao

| amneveroneto shyawayfrom important, controversialsubjectsSait istimefor a look
atthehealthissuehathascausedhe Grim Reapeto hire atow truck: obesityAword of
warning: if you are a fat person anglou are offendedoy this paper,| apologize; it is goke.
Andif youdonotacceptmy apology, donotcare;youwill nevercatchme!Ac hi | dds m
(man-boobsprovideaperfecthabitatfor smallwoodlandcreatuesthatlovedark, damp
conditions. In factWeight Watchersare endangeringthe entire species by helpingake
peopleslim.

Fat people face toudlves.Many dieyoungfrom childhoodobesitylt is a pressing
problem,becausdhelittle fattiesgettheir arteriescloggedup anddieanearlydeathwhen they
collapse on the floor in a giangpongyheap.They are incapable of continuing their journey
through life while several tons of blubbeting to their frame, concentrated fate buildg in
their veins,andeverytimetheyneedto crap,anewchallengearisesTheymust firstlocatetheir
anus,removetheobscuringrolls of fat,andthensqueezeutaparticularly largecrapthrough
their vitamin-deprivedcolon,resultingin abackedup toiletandalarge amounbfbrown
watersplashingup againstheir fatty bums.

Butl amafraid thereis adark sideto obesity Thenoisyapproachof afat personmay
well portenddanger;itaketheexampleof notoriousmurdererMia Landinghamwho saton,
crushandkilled herboyfriend.l protectmyselffrom fat murdererslike her by taking abagof
diversionary donuts whereverdo.Butbeware,once fatty develops a taste for human flesh,
donutsmayn ot be enough! Furt her mofusingtfeaos pe o |
despicablegvil villain everknown to man:RonaldMcDonald.Hearmeout. Everyone knows
thatin ordertofight awar,an a t itroopsinastbefit. Noonewantsthe Westto be unfit
more than AlQaeda. Therefore, ibgically followsthat Osama Bin La#h is Ronald
McDonald!

Butfat peoplealsobring greatjoyto society Theirveryappearancesfantastically
amusingthebloatedfacesthewaytherolls of fatgatherontheir arms;thehugebreasts; the
waytheywaddle shiftingtheir enormousveightfrom sideto sideastheystruggleto
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walk, thewaytheyarealwayssweatingand panting.l couldgoonfor hoursaboutthecome

dic meritsafat personpossesselutthenthis paperwould becomesquallyasbloated Be sides,
| amcertainwe canall appreciatethemfor ourselvesln essenceayithout their con- sentfat
peopleareproviding uswith laughtereveryday,simplyby gracingthe perceptiveeyeof
modernsocietywith their rathernoticeabldigures.

| havedigressedomewhatAsl draw to theendof this piece,t istimetoinquire asto
whatwe candoto solvethe obesityproblem.Awhile back,the Britishgovernmentameup
with theideaof compulsorydanceessongor overweightkids.Nowwith this situation,we have
two major health problens with the kids: obesity and depression. Taacingis not helping
the obesity nor the depr essi onslimnmerbatause ,
theyw o ndance theyc a mlanhde.Youneedanelectriccattleprodtoevengetthem off the
sofa. And then, of course, the depression worsémggine,you already look like a beached
whale,andthenalfit, toneddanceteachercomesalongandstartsproddingyoudo thebloody
tango!Couldyourself esteenpossiblygetanylower?

| doappreciateahatthegovernmentsactuallytrying totackletheobesityproblem but |
shouldthink theyshoulddealwith depressiofiirstii whatdoyouthink haspreventedhe
depressed fat kids frofnangingthemselves so far? Every time they the bloody rope snaps.
Listen fatkidssonotwantto dance theydonotwanttokill peopleandtheydonot wantto
supportterrorism!Letthemhavetheir Oreosandleavehemalone!
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2nd Place Essay

Kleptomaniac
J. AmirBen-David

Thethrill andelationl felt when| stolewaslike adrug to me.When| waswith my
friend Georgeandwe stolea coupleof leatherjacketdfromD i | | GeorgeSasd,0 L egb 6 s
pawntheseandgeth i g h . o

o0NoO, | replied, O0Bhe&estporbosdr engs toi | |

| first startedstealingwhile | wasdatingG e o r siser®lsannonWhen | metShan
non, shehadatrunk full of clothesthat sheshowedme asshegavemearide to seeDeein
Fourth Ward.

o | dress that food, 6 She sai d.

On my first trip to Walmart with Shannon, she walked in like she owned thlace.
First,shegrabbedsomechickenwingsfrom thedeliandwalkedaroundeatingthem.Then she
wentinto the changingroomand put onthe exactsameshortsandt-shirt andleft her dirty

itemson hangersAfterthat, shewalkedoverto sportinggoodsandgrabbeda$180 90 fishing
rod partandwalkedwith meoutthedoor.Later,atadifferentWalmart| exchangedhefishing
rod part for storecrediton agift cardwhich Shannorsold.

ladmired® annonds Dbflagradtdissegad oftimday, and from that me
ment on | started to emulateer. | started to enjoy myself while stealimyery daywith
ShannonAll daylong,wewould gofrom storeto storestealingthings.My wardrobebecame
Walmart, so | did not ddaundry.0 Ci r c¢ u igoingdli of byisiness maybe they laid off
thesecurityguardsL e god & e rsaidto&hannoronemorning.

Later, at Circuit City a guard said, o0Sirt
Busted! So | was imjl and my bail was$5,00000 | gave$50020 to a bondsman and
gotout easily.No problem. | made that in day stealingl was so hooked ostealingthat |

wentright backtoit. | wascalling friendsandaskingif theyneededanythingcheapandtook
orders.| brokeup with Shannorbut notwith stealingandevenjail did notcureme.

| starteddatingagirl namedDanielleandtookherwith meo b o o s ltpulledgp tadEZ
Pawnandbackednto the parking spaceo J wstaytere,0 told her.l1 walkedin, grabbed
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abackpackblower,walkedout, threw it in her lap, slammedhetruck in gear,andburned off.
gotarush of adrenalinewhen| did thatandan easy$100 00 when | soldthe backpackblower.
Daniellewaslookingatmewith her mouthopen.

Shehasneverseemrmedothatkind of thing. | thought| wasabadinfluence.Danielle
tried to helpmeonetime by turning thetruck aroundandgettingin thed r i \seatSkesvas
trying tohelpmehaveafastergetawaybut sheonly succeedeth gettingthestoreclerk hit by
thetuck. Luckilyhewasnot hurt. Sheturned my misdemeanotheftinto afelonyrobbery.l
hadto explainto herthatwith theenginerunning, andmy door closesto the storeexit, it
alreadygavemethe fastesgetaway.

| startedhangingout with otherswho stole Walking out of ahotel,| sawsomePaki
stanisplayingsocceiin the parking lot. My friend Stevevasridingd s hot gun. 6

0 S thaesewalletsandcellphonesonthatc u r btdldhim.o | §oingto backup and
put your doornexttoit andyoujustreachoutandgrabi tl ¢odgtinued.

0 Ok aSyeyeépliedexcitedly.Oneof the Pakistanigotin front of thetruck, but|
nudgedhim off. Thewallethad$20,00000 in Pakistanmoneyinside.

OWe are richl! o6 | sai d.

At the bank they conwéed it to $890 American money.

George called me one morning.

0 T hgetphannorandherboyfriendyesterdaytD i | | ahesdidi s , 0
oWhbhappened?56

0 T manypeopleheardaboutthosdeatherjacketshatwerenotchainedup andthe cops
stakedbuttheex i t . 06

When | was by myself | called my friend Danny.

0 | doimginto Walmart. If | getbustedcanyoucomegetmycar?Thekeysarei ns i d e
said.l could not help myself.l hada problemandcould not stopstealing| had moneyin my
pocketandabankaccount,but still | wasstealingstuff all overtown. Someonshowed médiow
to usemy bankaccountto stealfrom mybank,and| did that.

Eventuallyl wentto prisonfor my problem.While insidethe Harris CountyJaill read
aboutGeorgan the HoustonChronicle. Hetried to getawayat Myerland Mall andran over
andkilled alady.Hewaschargedwith capitalmurder,andl thoughtof how that could ha\:)/)e2

been me.
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3rd Place Essay
Mayhemn theMultiplex

Timothy Jones

Welive in anageof armedmadmenLunaticsnvadetheatersandrain destructionup-
onhaplessnoviegoerswhoseonly o ¢ r iigde&sidingafewhoursof pleasantiversion.All of
ushaveenduredtheoutrageousncivilities of selfisho | e atthesntultiplex.

Soletusbeginourindictmentofthed R u damily. Unfortunately,the Rudeshappen to
visitthetheateratthe sameime asMr. AveryMann, sohislot todayisto playtheir victim,
sufferingtheslingsandarrowsof their outrageousehavior.

Ma and PaRudewalk in tenminutesafterthe picture starts arguingloudly aboutthe
bestwaytolivewith hemorrhoidsTheyfling themselvedownin therow behindpoorAvery,still
arguing,while Paputshissmellyfeetup onthebackof A v e iseatndMa loudly farts. The
odors combine; the result smells something like somet@wiecatingold sneakers. Pa whips

outhisiPhond M andbeginsgooglingPreparatiorH; the screenpn maximumbright- ness,
lightsup aquarterof thetheatre while theclick, click, click of histyping reverberates through
the auditorium. Ma takes this opportunity to stand and stretch fdea minutes,surely
somewhat diminishing the quality of entertainment experience for those behinal.

Avery thinks things could not possiblyegworse, but he is wrong, so very wrong.

The Rude childremrrive. Ma and Pabbligingly movedown sotheycan sit behind
Avery.Theyimmediatelybeginfighting andscreamingpvertheir sharedarmreststhrowing
foodeverywhere Popcorrstrikesthebackof A v e headitiselittlestgirl beginsshrieking the
way only alittle girl can,while thelittlestboybeginsslammingthebackof A v e iseatd s
repeatedlywith hiskicks.Averyturnsaround,only to seewhathecanneverunsee thetwo
eldesRuddeend-renchkissingandgropingoneanother.(Did | mentiontheRudesrefrom
Arkansas?Paturnsto Averyandsaysp A i ity dbeautifulwhenabrudderandsistercan git

alongliket h a\omitnginto his SuperBigAsd M drink, Averythinks, DearGod,itc a n & t
possiblygetworse canit? Butindeedit can.

GrampaandGrannyRudearrive, reekingof PreparatiorH, Bengayand JackDaniels.
Afterassessinthesituation,theybeginbeatingthechildren,whowhimperandcowerunder the
blows.PaPa&creamspShutthefuck up sothesegoodpeoplecanwatchthemoviein
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p e a AAkeladewmoreblows,anuneasypeacaeigns.Averyfeelsambivalentaboutwhat
happenedbut settlesn to enjoywhat remainsof thefilm. Thenobleheroinelaysdown her life
for children: sobsandsnifflesfill thetheater.Thenthemosthorrid improprietyimagina ble
comegopasstheworstpossiblesinofthemovietheatertheRudegrandparentsiseand address
-thescreeno H aWhatadumbbitchyouare!l @everdoanythingthats t upi d! 6,
Granny,while Grandpaguffaws.Averycannothandleanymore;hismind cracks.

Suddenlyanarmedpsychotiaressedike Aquamarentershetheatergibberingmad ly.
Averyspringsinto action, wrestles him to the ground, and takkis gunaway.Ignoring the
adulation of the crowd, he points theandgunat hisownt e mp | e , mu mdweee s ,
r e | eplbng tbetrigger. All thingsconsideredperhapgoorAveryshouldhavejust stayed
home andwatchedtelevision.
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Honorable MationEssay

Having a Child While Incarcerated

Michael James

Whenall thetroublestartedn mylife, mygirlfriend atthetimewasAubrielleLewis,and
| hadjustreceivethewsthatshewastwo monthspregnantwith mydaughtermyfirst and only
child.

The hardestthing in my life | havehad to endure wa®ecominga father while lwas
incarceratedbecaus@arentingrequiresbonding.l havemissedhebestyearsof herlife. We
havenotsharedthingslike metucking herin atnight. Asfor my personalexpeience these
curity of havingmy fatherpresentin thehomegavemeagreaterselfworth. Whencertain
thingsgowrong afatherplaysastrongrole.

Howeverthe psychologicatole takesa mentaltoll. When my daughtertellsmeshe loves
me,in spiteof my shortcomings,jt makesmecry.| beginaskingmyself,0 H ocanshelove me
unconditionall y?¢

0 D a dwhgn] getrich, I will getyououtof a iThatiswhatshesaidto meonevis-
it, andthingslike that makemerethink my behavior.During visitation, asl lookinto myten-
yearoldd a u g heyesitrtetissneeverythinghappendor areasonGodusedife asaplan to
mold usinto beingservantdor him. Bybeingincarcerated) realizewhatthebrainisca pable
of now. Bynotbeingtherepresentin myd a u g hlite Ehavecausederhardship.l now
knowthatrealmentakeontheir responsibilitiesn ahealthy,civilizedandlaw-abiding way.
My daughter wantsanswersThis is the hardeghing | havebeen throughhavingto watch
my babygirl grow up in photosanduvisits.

Butwhat really hurts the mostis knowing that I can nevergetbackall theseyears.My
mothertellsmel amblessectitherway,becauseny daughterand| havea goodrelationship. |
thank Godfor that.

Themostimportantlink betweerparentsandchildrenisthewaytheycommunicate
with oneanother.

Childrenwill learnhow to communicatewith theworld basedn largepart on how they
havelearnedto communicatewith their parentsandthosewhoarein their daily lives.
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Among thegreatesgiftswe cangiveour children arethetools,skills,andknowledgethat will
enablethemto exchangaedeadike normal civilized humans.Thisiswhat makest so hardfor
mebeinganincarceratedratherl amhere,andsheisoutthere.Butl donotallow thisto stop
mefrom stayingin touchwith my daughterandshowingherhow much| loveher.
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Honorable Mention General Art
AntonioBanda
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Honorable Mentiokssay

Memories obad
Clifton T. Holliday

0 L otleed r u dHedeneresomeof myfavoritewordsthatmydadeverspokeThese
words meant thatve were going fishing, huntingorcampingd Load t he t+ uck
othergreatadventurewasin the making.Sowith the cheerfulorderfrom myfather,| would
racethrough the garagegathering the gearon my mentalchecklist.

Thelasttrip Dadand| tookwasafishing trip. It wasabeautifulsunnyday.Wedrove
downthe Beachof Galvestorsland,in hisred, 1978, FordF150.Wefound agoodplaceto
park.Loweringthetailgate,l quickly grabbedmy gearandwadedout towardsthesecond sand
bar.

Standingwvaistdeepin the surf,andlookingoutonanendles®cean makeup someof
my fondest memories.

Asmyfathergotolder,hespentmoretimejustsittingonthetailgate.Hewascontent
just towatch me fish.Plus,the wavespackeda punch that hurt his knee and strained his
back.

Therearetwo thingsthat causehistrip toremainsomemorableThefirst reasons that,
duetomyincarceration thiswould beour lasttrip togetherTheother reasorhadtodo with
sharkfins.

Thefirst fin | sawthat daywas about forty feeaway,on the other side of the third sand
bar. A coupleof hourslater, | sawanotherfin, alsoaboutforty feetaway,headingin the opposite
direction.

Laterthatday, with my fatherfishing off to myright, | suggestethatwe swimoutto the
third sand bar to fish off of it. He agreed that thmeght changeour luck, and offwe swam.

Asit turned out, swimmingwhile holding fishing gearwasnot easy! breathlesslynade
it. | thenturnedto look for my fatherwho hadquietly givenup andwaswadingto- wards the
truck!

Well, it did nottakemelongto learnthatthethird sandbarisnotanidealfishing spot.39

With thewaterup to my chin, I hadto jump with thewavesn orderto keepmy headabove



thewater.Soasl wasaboutto turn around,andfollow thewisdomof theold mansittingon the
tailgateeatingasandwich,| sawafin! Only thistime,thefin wasameretenfeetaway!

Unconcerned| decidedo jump realhard with the nextwaveto getagoodlookatit.
Whatl discoveredvasatenfootstingray. Bothof itswing tipswereout of thewaterasit gently
rodethecurrents.Thisiswhat| hadmistakenfor asharkthatday.

| once told my father that | i@d memories like these, for they would fill me with-re
gret, and shame, for the years that my crime had stolen from us.

Daddiedon August25, 2014. | nevergotto fish with him again.l canstill closemy eyes
and see hinsitting on thetailgatewatching me. Nothingcan steal that wonderful memory
from methank God.
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Honorable Mentiokssay
The Book and the Bear

DannyStrickland

Themostmeaningfulpiece of literature have everead was a book that | struggled
timeandagainto getthrough. | musthavereadits pagesahundredtimesover.It isabeauti
fully romanticlovestorywith aneasytofollow plot; howeverthebookisnotthewholestory.

Attwenty-two yearsold, my life wasfull of long daysworking two jobs.My wife greet
edmeatthedao wi t h a ki ss watitupfay du . s Gsleepys st
eyedpajamaclad,two-yearold daughterwould waddleinto theroom.With herteddybear in
onehandandacopyof SnowiWhite andthe SeverDwarfsin the other,sheheadedo my
recliner. Asshesettlednto myarms,thed a \sttesdadedaway,andit wastimetobeo Da d . 0

Togetherwe would open the book, and she pointed to the colorful pictures, and namec
all thedwarfs.Bythetime finishedacouplepagesshewasdozingoff. Thensudden ly she
would catch me trying to skipagesor stopping in the middle of a paragraph. Of course, she
would havenone of that, so | had tbeginanew.After all, she had waited the whotiayfor
thesepreciousfew momentswith Dad,soshewasnotgoingto becheatedut of asingleword.
Therewerenightswefell asleefgogetherbeforewelearnedSnowwh i t e 6 s f at e.

My wife and| divorcedandmy babygirl grewup. Thelittle bookwasleft behindwhen
they movedaway.Many nights,drunk and alone | would read thatstory,remembering
happiertimes Eventuallythebookwanderedoff into anemptyplacewithout muchthought.

My little girl hasbecomeafine youngwoman.A few yearsback,shegavebirth to my
first gran-daughter. When they returneddme from the hospitalny grown up little girl
found acopyof SnowVhite, andherlong-forgottenteddybearwaiting in her favoritechair.
My motherhadsomehowesurrectedbothmemoriegrom thedecadesf disuseShanclud- ed
anote,telling mybabygirl (andherbabygirl) thestorybehindthebookandthebear.

Now, my daughterreadshatsamecopyof SnowiVhite to her daughtereverynight. My
daughteraskedne,0 H onvanytimesdidwereadthatbookt o0 g e tShesweddhat shecan
remembeiit. | knowthatl certainlydo.
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Myd a u g heyedilledvath tearsasshedescribednewalking throughthedoortoa
pajamaclad toddler holding a book andlaear,and | couldonly smile and wipemy own
dampeyesMy grand-daughtertotteredacrosghetabletop wrappedhertiny armsaround my
neck, andclimbedinto my lap. | recited thefew lines from Snow Whitethat | could re
memberJustlike mydaughteryearsagoshecorrectedall of my mistakes.
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Honorable Mention General Art
Christopher Hussey
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Honarable MentiorEssay

Whatit MeangobeaTeenager

Tien Tran

Oxford definesteenagelas a person who iagedbetween 13 and 19Severnimpres
sionableyearsof life definedby aneightletterword isnotenough Beingateenagers more
complexthanjustanumber.Thetransitionfrom beingakid into amatureadultisnotexact ly
theeasiespartsof life. In theeightshortyearsthatfeelslike alife-time,teenagerareex-
pectedo grow up while beingtold by theadultssurroundingthemthattheyare tooyoungto
amounttoanything.

Beinga teenagemeansbeingastray.lt meansbeinglost in a maze of confusion and ques
tioning if youwantto find your way out. After decidingthatyouwantto goonwith life, you
moveaimlessly throughout thenaze,grasping ontowhatevercorners you cangragging
yourself towards theexit.

Beingateenagemeandavingarrowsconstantlyaimedatyour backwhile yourene
mies constantly try to pull you into their web of destruction. It medasing snakes dis
guised asfriends,trying toworm their wayinto your life, with theintentionsto poisonyou.

Beingateenagemeandeingsurroundedby hypocrisy Peoplel o rnwanttoseeyou on
thegroundcrying. Theyd o rwanttoseeyouhomelessTheyd o rwanttoseeyouaver aging
anFin all of your classesTheyd o rwantto seeyouin clothesfilled with holesT h ey d o n ¢
wantyouto starve Asateenagerpeopledonotwantto seeyoufail, theywantto see youlo
good,butonly aslongasyouareneverbetterthanthem.Assoonasasmileisperma nently
glue to yourface,as soon as yolavea nice house, as soon as yaxhievea perfect 4.0as
soonasyou arewearingdesignembrands,assoonasyou areeatingatafive-starres taurant
everyweekend, that isvhen the envious and jealously creeps in. Theseated friendsare
nolongerhappyfor you,insteadyoufind themdegradingyour everymove Beingateenager
meangealizingthatsuccessalonelyboatride thatonly hasroomfor one.

Beingateenageisbeingconstantlyaskedp Wh dotyouwanttobein| i fapdhaw
ing theurgetoscreamp d o rk dto w méandoeingtold by adultsthatyouaretooyoungto
know aboultlife, thaty o uifexperiencecandd o rkriow anything.Assoonasyouhit 18 and
graduatefrom high schoolthesesameadultsexpectyouto haveaten-yearplaninto the
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future. Theyexpectfor youto know what collegeyouaregoingto andwhat your majoris.As
soonasyouhit 18, your parentsexpectyouto becomendependentfter theyspentthepast 17
yeardreatingyoulike achild.

Despiteheconstanfeelingof drowning, beingateenagegivesyouthemostmemora
bleyearsof your life. It meansspendingatenight with your friendsto createnewmemories,
onlyto haveschoolthe nextday,becaus@ooneremembershenight wheretheygotplenty of
sleeplt meansdoinganythingto haveatasteof what beinganadultislike. Beingateen ager
meanverestimatingheamountof timeyouhaveleft with your loved oneslt meanswanting
high school to beoverbut at the saméime, knowingt h at goingtodnisethe comfortef
it. Sophomorgear,sitting atasportingeventwith your friends,yourealize,0 havetwo years
l eft,éd but bef or e H(amdthe kanthsraréckingdownt 6 s seni

Beingateenagemeandalling in andout of lovecountlessf times.lt meandooking at
your bestfriend onedayandcomingto therealizationthat younolongerwantto bepla- tonic.
It meanshavingapure,sweetandgentle lovetakeadarkandpossessivieirn. It meansfeeling
hopeless and broken for months whereiids Beinga teenagemeanshavingthe strengthto
fall in loveagain.lt meanameetingaguy andseeinghe dull future turn into an immense
shine.lt mearssmilinginto the pillow afterhedropsyouhome.Beingateenagemeans
realizingthathomeisnotaplacebut afeeling.lt meanshavingyour secondoveglue backthe
pieceghatyourfirst lovebroke.Beingateenagemeandeinglostandbeingfound again.

Beingateenageis notjustanumber,it isacollectionof all of theknowledgetheles son
y 0 u dbtairedandthememoriesy o u rdadeBeingateenagersthebestandworst years of
yourlife.
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1st Place Book Review
Colton Reynolds

Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary GeneratiorBy Joseph J. Ellis. (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 2000. Pp. ix + 288. Preface, tables, appendices, bibliography, index.)

In FoundingBrothers:TheRevolutionary Generatigrthe author Josepb.Ellis portraysthe
story of postrevolutionaryAmerica.Beingadistinguishechistorianandmorethanex-
periencednthetopic, Ellisisableto describeherevolutionin awaythatismoreconceptu al
to thereader.After the revolution, the problems that America faceénatoxic to the
unimmunizednation,andreliedon characteristicsuchasvirtuesandmoralitytoo h ethd 6
newlybirthedgovernmentEllisdelineatesiowtheproximaterelationshipsormedoutof the
revolutionhelpedto formulatethe politicsandpoliciesof theerabecaus®f mutualre- spect
for oneanotherthat couldhaveonly beengainedthrough suchanevent Heuseghe
paramountfiguresof the establishmenof our infant nationto 0 a coit the shapingof our
political drama.With the main stageset,a brotherhoodof actorsincluding GeorgéNashing
ton,BenjaminFranklin,ThomasleffersonJohnAdamsAlexandemamilton,Jame$ladison,
andAaronBurr (Burr beingmoreof astep brother), actedonthe mostimportantandcon-
troversialstageof itstime;thetheatreof thenewlyformedUnitedState®f America.

Thebook is el aborated into six oOactso t
howtheywerehandledbythepersonalitie®f therevolutionarygenerationThebooko f iorfefso
with theduelbetweerHamiltonandBurr ontheledgeof WeehawkenwhereHamilton suffers
hisfatalwoundthatendsnotonlyhislife, but B u r poliical careerE | lrticslaie selectiomf
thissituationin thebookaidsthereaderto understandhow volatileour nation wasduring the
postrevolutionaryera;Theduelwasnotfoughtoverarefusalof Hamiltonto recanthis
disparagingremarks;t wasfoughtoverthe similar view of eachparticipantthat the other was
threatening to abort the nation at the vesyart of its conception. The bodken proceeds into
a situation that serves trevolaionarygoebroea ra anetuak n 16 is
friendshiphelpediobalanceanationthatwastotteringontheshoulders otincompromising
participantssuchasMadisonandHamilton. Thepuzzlethatwasthefu- ture of the United
Statesvasanambiguousconceptput onething remainedclear;Hamilton and Madison
possessed two important corner pieces to this puzzle and neededrmtber
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toputthesawotogetherToputit lessmetaphoricallyandestablishtheliteral interpretation,
Hamiltonneededheapprovalof hisassumptiorplan, which washaltedbythe presencef

Ma d i soppaosdianandMadisondesiredo havethe capitallocatedonthe Potomacfor
which herespectivelyneededHamilton.Bothmenendedup with their wisheswhich justi- fies
EI'l i s maxim that o0The Compr omineainghufdinner7 9 (
partyin Americanh i s t(%0). With Jeffersoractingastheintermediarybetween the two in
the style of a dinneparty, indicating the context inwhich the agreement was reachethese
exampleareexemplarywhenbeingusedodescribeghedangerf political differences
following the Revolution. The personal accadsrthroughout the book are important;
howeverthesanstanceshouldbeheldwith higherregardthanothers HereEllis provides
moreof apersonabpproachto explainingthe outcome®f thetwo conflicts.

Regardinghe Adams and Jefferson situationjdlises slavery as well to provide a
moreintensenterpretationof thetenuousnation.Many of thecontemporaryissuesif not all,
weredelicateandneededo behandledwith theproperamountof attentivenesaskEllis
repeatedlyexpressetiroughouthisbook.Themostcancerousndreoccurringtopicthat was
conjuredup during theimmediateyearsfollowing therevolutionwasthetopic of slav ery,
morespecificallytheabolitionof slavery Ellisusesslaveryto providenotonly thepoint ofits
obviousability todestroyAmericabeforeAmericaevenknowsthatit existsputalsothe
differencesin s t aintezestdhatweresurroundingslaveryAnotherobservatiorthatcanbe
madeabout theunderlying conflictswith slaverywasitsobviousd b | andwkh i t e 6
interpretation;Slav ery was a conspicuous contradiction to the very ideology of the
revolution itself. Thisvasmadeapparentandarguedbythe Quakerpetitionof 1790, which
wishedto 0 d e wneasmsgforemovingthisinconsistencyrom the Characerof the American
p e o 83)eThelastof the meticulously selected examples that Ellis uses to illustrate the
complexity of the formatiorof the AmericanRepublicconsisteanoreof individual personalities
thatbredconflictsasa resultof clashesn attitude.Ellisuseswo figuresin Americanhistory
thatcouldnotbeany more different, yet anymore kin; Thomas Jefferson (with a hint of
Madison), and John Adams.Theirpersonalityclasheshapedoliticswith amoreprofound
impactthanalmostany dheroccurrencebeforeit andsettheprecedent$or modernpolitics.
Mostlycreditedto Jef ferson, their differences also led to thasteringof the modern political
parties oftoday,which Washingtorhadwarnedagainsin hisFarewellAddressThiscan almost
beviewedas
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humorousasEllisdescribeshequoteof AbigailAdamgobed a n a ¢ h toourmosldrni ¢
e a r(810)henshecallsJeffersorad p ama ryuno wasonly involvedin the campaignfor
hisown personabain.Becausé&llisusesheseoccurrencesheisabletoaccomplishthe feabf
makingtherevolutionanditsoutcomesnoretenable.

Thedescriptiveapproachtotheexplainingtherevolutionshouldbegreatlyappreciat ed
while readingthisbook,asit allowsthereaderto viewthecharactersbeingportrayedas more
familiarrEl1 | i sds use of s our bemgsenstoandifrom the leatlees w e
therevolutionaryeraoffer moreinsightonthetrue motivesbehindtheir actions.Theclaims
madeby the author are thereforauthenticated by the participanthemselves.

Thisevidencas moreconvincingasit offerslesssoomfor biasperspectiveandamoreau-
thenticportrayalof theeventdhatensuedecause¢hereaderisalmosto ithres h o & thed
majorinfluencersof the shapingof modernAmerica.Anotherpositivequality of Ellisasan
authoristhealmostindefinite detailsusedn describingeachevent,andhis preciseplace
mentsof eventgdo supportanearlierclaim. Precisen contextastheyare,howevertheone
negativeaspecof hisbookisE | | pposu8esf chronologythroughouthisaccountsWhile
reading, the reader inadvertently assumes that the events transpiring are chronologicaisThis
catastrophiasit distortsther e a dawaredesaboutwhenthingsarehappeningin re- spect
tooneanother.With thatbeingsaid,andnoting thattheonenegativecharacteristioo f E | | 1
writing styledoesiotdetractfromtheoverallassessmenfthebook.FoundingBroth- ers
containselegantlycomprisectontertthatissurelytoprovideanenjoyabldearningexpe

rience.
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Honorable Mention General Art
Anthony Cervantes
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2nd Place Book Review
Arthur Davis

Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary GeneratiorBy Joseph J. Ellis. (Vintage Books: United
States ofAmerica, 2000. Pp. ix + 288. Preface, Notes, index.)

Josepl.E | | FousdingBrothersTheRevolutionaryGenerationisaneyeopening,
ratherverbosealescriptionof sixspecificmonumentalepisodes UnitedStateslistory.He
offers a more persongdoint-of view within these weltknown historicaleventsThe Duel
encompassdswtwo men,AlexandeHamiltonandAaronBurr, letpride cloudtheir judge

ment . 0The Dinner 6 meetingpringarilytbetwean Janees Madison anad |
Alexande Hamiltonto consolidatestatedebtanto onenationaldebtandtomovethena-t i o n 0 S
capital to the Potomac. O0The Silenced exj

political superiorscouldagreeupon.Insteadof dealingwith theproblemathand, it was pushed
ontothefollowing generationsgohandle.0 T r @ r e wowdrsiedyin depth,the wayGeorge
Washingtonplannedonretiring why,andhowthisinformation wasreceived.

Thelasttwo chapters0 TICe® | | a b @amda T && 9 & n dllsrhinate how JohnAd-
amsand Thomasleffersorendeda very intimate friendship dueto political differencesput
regainedt in thelastdecadeof their lives.

Totry andexplainthe particular section®f textthatwereintriguing couldeasilyfill
volumes.Forinstancehow emotionallyrelatableJohnAdamsseemspr how theactionsof
ThomasleffersomndAaronBurrwereutterly despicablePriortoreadingFoundingBroth- ers,
my perspectivef our first presidentvasnotasin-depth.Thefactspertainingto George
Wa s h i nkatewetAddsesarewhatcapturedmyattentionthemost.First, Washington
wantedthenationto created aationaluniversityin thecapitalc i 1(1$3). Hisreasoning was
notfor educationapurposesbutameandor the nationto healtogether Hewanteda placefor
theyouthof thenationtobondtogetherandform relationshipsthusrevealingthat therewas
0 n jostcausdorthosgealousiesandp r e j u (d54)betvgeértheNorthern

andSouthernStatesHonestly) haveneve truly thoughtabouthow strong,intimatebonds
couldbeformedthroughanynationalinstitution, but | agreewith histhoughtproces®nthe
matter.Asanation,westill remaindividedpolitically, religiously,racially, andculturally. We
havenationalinstitutions, but these institutions are assembled in the same manniegs
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wereduring theRevolutionanEra,ortheindividualsin thesanstitutionsarenotinclinedto
sharethesantimateideasasWashingtorhoped Wehaveeducatedndividualswho standat the
forefront of thesedividing linessuchasReverendil Sharptonsol wonderif Washingt on 6 s
dreamof nationalinstitutionswould actuallyhealawoundednation.If not,whatvital pointdid
Washingtonnotfully analyzewhatinformationaml| notseeing?

AlthoughEllistried to vilify onepersonor group of personsandwould speakhighly of
anotherperson,or group, hisideaof governmentabivisionisonethat | canagreewith.
Speakindgor mostindividuals,we pick asideof anargumentinsteadof rising abovethe oc-
casionasWashingtondid. Thesdounding brotherswerenodifferent, with the exceptionof
Wa s h i nagtiormsandagew of Adamsjustaswesedhegovernmentoday mostof these
individualsareself serving.Towardsheendof theeighteenthcenturyandthebeginningof the
nineteenthcentury,if anidealwentagainstwhatonepolitical party believedthephrase
0t r e avasapentythrown about.EllispaintsWashingtonasaone- of-a-kind individual.
Hisidealsandactionsareunlike anyotherleader pastor presentOur first presidentried to
makeit very clearvia hispolitical andmilitary idealsthatanindividual shouldreadilygive up
powerandthatweshouldremainsteadfasin our emotionspotactthrough aggessive means.
Arecurring themein FoundingBrotherssthatour moderndaycounterpartan gov ernment
arenotlearningfrom our history.Washington,n his FarewellAddresswarnedof somany
pitfallsthatour governmentshould pay attention to, but vg little was actually heeded. These
indiscretions were blatantlpbvious then, even if it is just through hindsight, but they are
blatantly obvious now.

Lastlythese political, and personal, divisiolgashingtonhoped to avoid, or at least
helpremedyafter thefact,arestill occurringtoday.Themostrecentexamplesthebanning,
and removal of the Confederatiag and Confederate statues. This iBighly chargedsub
ject,adivision,which particular governmenbfficialsgaveinto. Forthefirst timeduring my
generationweasanationwantto removefry towipe away,part of our history.Slaverywas
definitelyacontributing aspecof the Civil War, buttherewereotherf a c tinplay@wshas
St aRightsl dhderstandheracialundertoneghesebjectdhave butit wasnotonlyabout
oppressiorof aparticular race.Thesatemssignifyhowthesendividualsfelt oppressedh their
own nation. This is a problem that shouldhvebeen dealt with before 1808. thay havdorn
our fragilerepublic apartthen,but it threatenedotearour nationapartin 1861,
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too.Dodgingthe matter,remainingsilent,wasunbecomingof anyof the menmentionedn
FoundingBrothers.Tosomeextent thesameproblemhasyettofind aremedy Althoughit is
easiersaidthandone weasindividualsneedto riseabovethedivisionwe soeasilycreatebe-
tweenoneanotherandhaveamoreopendialogueaboutthethoughtsandidealswedisagreeso
adamantlyabout.

Toreadthesespecificincidentsin history,insteadof thefragmentedoiecesvearegiv- en
in schooljsfascinatingHoweverthea u t hweitmd@ styleisveryverboseanddoesot fit a
very chronological style. | understand that the writtéanguages an art that can be
masteredn verydifferentmethodsbutit isanart that,attimes,| cannotappreciateasfully as |
should. In short, | feel like havaswriting to the individuals and theitknowledge levethat
would

Proofreadandoffer criticism onhiswork. Overall,theinformation wasinteresting butthe
writing styleusedoconveythemessageasunappealing
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3rd Place BooReview
Arthur Davis

Andrew JacksonBy Robert V. Remini. (HarperPerennial: New York, 1999. Pp. ix + 256.
Chronology, Maps, Notes, Bibliography, Index.)

RoberV.R e mi Andrgivsacksomrapturesheattentionof thereaderbydisplayinghow
human our seventh presidentas.) a ¢ k s o n dilled deginaingsa@ize our emotions
andforcethereadertoempathizeTheauthordescribefiowthisyoung,rambunctious, mostly
illit erateorphanbecomesilawyer,anationalhero,andthe presidentof the United States.
Remini does a splendid job wfiting a chronological account of some of the more
influential, memorablenomentof AndrewJ a ¢ k IfeoTheduthorsuccessfullgxecueda
verygoodideaof how to keepreaderdnterestecaboutinformation that, if notculledcor-
rectly,couldbeverylackluster.

Justasin J a ¢ k EHepheidadit of anoxymoron.lt isveryeasyto commendanindi-
vidualwho placesthersbeforehimself,butit iseasyto bedisappointecandangryatanin-
dividual whoisselfish,andthinks moreof moneythananythingelselt isnotverycommon for
thesadescriptiongofit the sameperson.TheGenerais,oddly,oneof thosepeople His lovefor
money fameandreputationplayedapartin hisemploymentgducationandevenhis
marriage Hedecidedobecomalawyerbecaus¢herewasverylittle moneyin teaching.His
drive to become the head of the militia wasostly for famelt is also verjhard to saythat
JacksomndRachelvould havemarriedhadit notbeenfor thefactthatherfamily wasvery
prominent.Ontheotherhand,Jacksomlid hisbestto try to raisean orphanedindian child,
LyncoyaHispolitical careerwould alsotakesomehumpsfor holding steadfasin his opinions.
TheBankWar wasaveryunpopularmovementhatJacksomed.Whetherhewas correct in his
logic that America would be better off withowgucha powerful bank or not, thenerofeltit
wasparamountto dismantlethisinstitution beforeit causecharmtoour na- tion. Healsohada
greatamountof trustandadmirationfor JohnH. Eaton Everthoughap- pointing him tothe
cabinetcould,again tarnishhisreputation,our seventlpresidentheld staunchn hisdecision
todoso,all thewhile standingup for Eatonandhiswife, Margaret.

Because of this, | firmly believe that the times Old Hickory seemed incredibly soft hearted
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werewhenhemadeparallelsof himself,or hiswife, to others.l believethathedecidedo raise
Lyncoy&abecausée,too,wasanorphanduetowartime circumstanceslhesamadea explains
why hewould defendMargaretEatonin suchamanner.Hiswife, Rachelsufferthe same
ridicule, andit verywell mayhavekilled her. Jacksomwvasavery complex man,butif we
analyzehisemotionsalongwith hisactionswenotonly seeahero.Jacksonvasaman who
built everythinghe hadfrom nothing, all the while reminding himselfwhatandwhere he
camefrom.

Although Jacksomvasan oxymoron in many fads of his personal and professional
life, he wasalwaysa man of the people. Most, if not all, of his actions as president were to
help boththerich andthe poor. During his presidencyOld Hickory wasdiligentin hiswork
andaccomplishedomeveryimpressivdeatsHeabsolvedhenationaldeficitandopenedip
someveryimpressivearaderoutestotheWestindies JapanandTurkeyJ a c k iadustrygns
officecanalsobeseerthrough hisactionswithin thegovernmentHewould alwaysconfer
with Congressandhiscabinet.Thisaction,which wasunprecedentedshowshatthechoices
madewerefor thebettermenif the country.Henotonly reliedon his problemsolvingskills and
education put onthe problemsolvingskillsof both Congressandhis cabinet Oneof
themostimpressiveortionsofJ a ¢ k agendadastoweedouttheunderhandedndividu- als
in office. Once in office, Ohe expkoeted
ernment 6 ( 110) .stroAgecompetenttgevdrnnentlacksonyplanned to fe
moveo arhehwho havebeenappointedfrom political consideration®r againsthewill of the
people, and alwhoar e i ncompetentdé (110). Because
dealings in government at his owexpensethe corrupt bargain between Henrglayand
JohnQuincy Adamshe had two reasons to purge the filth from the government. The first
reasorwould bebecausef hispersonaragetowardthesdaypesof bargains.Thesaypesof
agreements cost Jackson his first presidgmace.SecondlyQOld Hickory also wanted a
strongergovernmenthatwaslessconcernedboutpersonafjainandmoreconcernedibout
representinghecitizensof the UnitedStatesHisnationalismwhich couldalmostbeconsid
eredxenophobiawasexacty whatthisnationneededrom ourgovernmentTheGe ner al o
constantchaseof fameandglory really wasadouble edgedsword.On onehand,Jacksorms
perceivedasselfishandslightly greedylf henevertried to strokehisegofill hispocketsand
leavealegacyfor himselfbehind,thenJacksonvould haveneverhadachancetofill the
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presidentialoffice.Hisheroismduring theWar of 1812 gavehim theaudienceo portray his
everlastinghationalismto his country. Thisnationalismis whatled him to pursuethebest
interestdor the UnitedStatesHisgreedfor famegavehim theopportunities buthisnation-
alismishow hecarriedouthisactions.

AndrewJacksonvasverywell written, hadaverystrongchronologicalflow toit, and the
author, Remni, kept the readers commadknowledgein mind. The level of writingvasnot
rudimentary,but it was not tocscholarly eitherFor these three reasons, the book was
thoroughlyenjoyablelf afavoritesectionfrom thebookandJ a c k Ifeaverétsbechosn, it
would beabouthisb r o t deathurtilshefinally madeit to Tennesse&hissectionpor- trays
anindividual, achild onthebrink of insanity,goingthrough ametamorphosisvhere the
readerseesissuffering.Afterwards thereaderthengetso envisionhiscopingskills.He was
rambunctious, ggambler,adrinker, and very freespirited. Afterbecominga lawyer, it seems
that hebeginsto find hisniche.Due t o WwRiengé ki Blss and t he fac
colorful life, thereaderis givenaverythreedimensionalfeelfor Old Hickory.It is easy to see
why he is a national hero and what Andrew Jackson eaerydayperson, wadike.
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Honorable Mention General Art
DustinTran

56



HonorabléeMentionBookReview

Thomas Blankenship

Andrew JacksonByRobertV.Remini.(New York, TwaynePublisher,Inc.Maps,1966,
pp. 1-256.)

Thelegacyof a president is at the forefront of hmy mind as he leaves officéhe
guestionarisesp H owill the peopleof thisgreatnationremembem e ?AddrewJackson led
anenergetidife full of vigorandcontroversy.Throughouthislifetime,Jacksomnookend less
pridein hispatriotism,loyalty,andmostimportantly hisdedicationtorepresentinghe people
of the United States. Rob&ftRemini leads the eler into the life of the seventh presidenit
theUnitedStatesandpresentdiim asanordinary humanbeingin hisbiographyAndrew
Jackson

Remini paints an interesting picture of tlywunglife of Andrew Jackson. With the
suddendeathof hisfatherattheageof twenty-nine, the Jacksorfiamily wasleft with many
hardshipsatthe Crawford House AsJacksomatured,theauthorportrayshim asquitethe
character.lt is hard toimaginea president as teenagert hat ol oved t o Of 1
play practicaljokes;andbestof all [he]lovedtowrestle jump,andrun footr a c (d)sRé@mt ni
presentyoungAndrewastemperamentahtayoungage which later bledinto his politi- cal
careeraswell. | foundit thoughtprovokingthat AndrewJacksonvasrelativelyunedu cated
andaspiredto beamanof manytrades.Otherthan hisbrusheswith duelsandram- pant
gambling,his passiorfor life andpoliticswasevidentashewastruly seerasad r oar i n g,
rollickingf el | ow. 6

AlthoughAndrewJacksonvasperceivedasapolitical manandalawyerfrom Tennes
seemuch of his fame and glory came from his military command. It was nice to see that
Reminiacknowledge®ri s mi | i tary experience as -ovirt
manderin the War of 1812, Jaksonis observedsthe heroof the Battleof NewOrleans.As he
led histroopsthroughoutthe harshconditionsof war, hewastermedo O IHd c k lber cauge
of hisstrongwill anddeterminationfor successTheauthorgivesadetailedaccount of
J a c k padidpaton and leadership role in thé/ar of 1812. At theclosingof the chapter
0 OIHd c k &emnidaesagreatjob of foreshadowingheupcomingconflict with Henry
Clayof Kentucky.Thereadergetsasinceof jealousyasall eyesaareonthebelowed
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General Jackson.

Jacksonds jour neaynotbnoeastpie®Remi @esi depcygt s
andcandorasbeingaresultof hismilitary succeséh NewOrleansaswell asFlorida.However,
theauthorcommentsp [ J a dacesformidableobstaclebecaus¢hepresiden cy,since the
founding of the nation under the Constitution, haalwaysbeen reserved for meuf
demonstratedheability togovernmentnotmilitary heroesandcertainlynotl ndi an f i ¢
(99). The nation perceived Andredackson as a symbor their hopes and dreams. Remini
highlights the election of 1824 and the controversy surrounding the Eleral Collegevoting
system.Theauthorpokedun atthelossof the presidentiakracebysay ingo A n d Jaekson
tookhisdefeatwith dignityandg r a arelgoldtinuesnthenextparagr aph 0ét hen
t he expl o $heaeaction of 1B And the obvious bad blood betwdédayand
Jackson is made clear by thathor. As Jackson launched his successful campaid@828
and claimedthe presidencyhelookedtoreformthegovernmentandded icate his life to the
people of the United Stated=Sollowingthe election, Remini depicts the death of Rachel Jacksor
elaboratelyThe reader can daothing but feel sympathy for Andrew Jackson, as he then
becomes the representation for thwrking classof the United States.

Reminidescribeshe Jacksompresidencyasmarking othebeginningof [a] truly demo
cratic administration, the first in Americahistory,one blessed and bapédby the joyful
scream®fawildly enthusiastip u b 1(120). dJacksonvasdeterminedo eliminatethena-
tional debt and to restore the democratic principle set fdoththe founders of the United
StatesHoweverJ a ¢ k gpresidebicwasnotatall likeafairy tale. Theauthoraccountdor the
removalof theIndian Tribestothewestasa0o h o r {@48Y). Asthelndianstraveledon the
Trail of TearsthisdecisiorntoremovetheIndiansfrom their nativeland sparkedmany battles
andledtothedecimaton of alargenumberof NativeAmericans Reminicommentsp J a ¢ k s 0
alwaysseemed to bdoing two thingsat oncetryingt o mai nt ai n o nmghtd oo
camp,atthesamdimejammedthe otherfootinto the campof thenationalists. Thathe
Presidentmanagedhis sodeftlywasatestamento hispolitical s k i(149).dacks o n 0 s
leadershipskillsareseerasunwaveringandsteadfasashedealtwith thenullification crisis
with SouthCarolina. TheauthorcontendghattheJ a ¢ k eactiodicthesituation was
0 ma s t €L53). Hisability to staycalmandnotoverreactcontraryto previousen
counterdn hislifetime,ledtothepreservatiorof theUnion.
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Oneofmost) a ¢ k mastacolamedstrugglesvaswith the SecondBankof theUnit- ed
Statesindtruly revealedispresidentiaprowessReminiremarks,0 A n d Jaeksomle stroyed
theBank,nooneelseNotMartin VanBuren,notWall Streebankersnotthe AlbanyRegency,
AmosKendall,RogefTaneypranyonee | $163). Theauthorportrays] a ¢ k mativesos
destroyinghebankasjustifiedbecausef hispreviousfinancialwoes.Andrew Jacksoexerted

hispowerin theexecutivedoranchnotfor popularity, but becauséebelievedt washisdutyto protect
the Americanpeoplefrom theability of the bankto changecharacterofthenationas wellasthecharacterofits
people.

Reminipaintsavivid picture of thelife andpresidencyf AndrewJacksonHisaccountof the prest
dentallowsthereaderto believethatissueghat confronted our nationin themid1 8 0 Arérelevantto current
issuesTheauthordisplayslacksomsapresidentwhoinspiredfuture presidentgo supportthe peopleandto
upholdthedutiesof greatesbfficein theworld.
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HonorabléMentionBookReview
Rayshaun Brocks

Griffin, JohnBlack Like MeNew York: Signet, 1962. Print

ORest eatenp atlped .| A s | i ntonmingtereleryBilackhit ke me. 6
LangstorHughesexcerptfrom DreamVariationsetsauniquetonetoJohnG r i f atcoumtf
hisexperiencevhich heshareswith theworld in BlackLikeMe. JohnGriffin penshisfirst
hand demonstrationdbeinga bl ack man i n t hel@8 B@ffngoesa n
through great efforts as a journalist tpve his personal testimony of hovacial dis
crimination effectshumanlife asawhole.Heparticularly focuse®nthe daily encountersof
blackmen and sorted through the classic denial mechanisms of white America. Griffin in
teractedwith greatleaderssuchasDick Gregoryandalignedwith theidealismof Dr. Martin
LutherKing.What | found most appealing was his bare honesty of how his experience af
fected him on a personal level, his revelation of thecadied truths of that time, and the
birth of theo | Blawkandl &pmr o mdntality of anewkind of people.

Thisliterary work wastold from apersonaberspectivdbasedolelyonthea ut hor 6 s
observation®ftheS o u tutiubesGriffin askedhequestiond H oelsebybecomingaNe gro
couldawhite manhopetolearnthet r u t(1h Gridfin hadbeenexposedotheaccept ed
role andstatusof the Negro.Toanswerthis questionGriffin consultedadermatologist who
supplied him with a medication and a regimen ¢bangehis pigmentfrom white to black.
Griffin wasable to experiace thehighsand lows ofeach raceblack andwhite, re-
spectivelyHisconversationsindinteractionsrangedfrom hitchhiking carridesto shining
shoesimMewOr | eans. Gri ffin des c rbeingkeodileeroehto ha't
causehim tofeellost(51). Hewasfamishedandparchedon anumberof hisventuresfrom city
to city, which all lackedthe white privilegehehadonceknown.

Griffin wasable to shedight on accepted practices and moral values on the Negro
culture unlike anyotherwhite Americanduring thistime.Hejournalizedencounterswith
whitesthatexpressetheir viewsregardingtheN e g rsexualature,their levelof intelli-
genceand their proper sociatlassas citizens. Griffin exposed the real emotional turmoil
thatwasenduredbyBlackdan the South Herevealedhedoublelife thatamanhadtolivein
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orderto survive.A Blackman had to hide behinda faceof humblenessand meeknessvhile
dyinginsidefrom hisharshreality. SomeBlackwomenwereforcedto havesexual relations in
orderto secureemployment.Onewhite mancommentedo | télllyduhowit ishere.

We @b business with you peoplé/e Gslire as hell screw your women. Other than that,
youarecompletelyoff therecordasfar asw e éconeernedAndthequickeryoupeopleget
that through your heads the better off vy
much racism from Blacks geared towards Whites as we#ldlyhe revealed that the Black
motivewasunderstandablencesomeexperiencesoincidedwith theirs. Griffin discovered that
Blacksbelievedn marriage,hard work, and providing a stablehomelife for their chil- dren.
Blackpeoplewerejustasreligiousaswhite people andthat Godwould freethemfrom the
bondageof racismoneday.Many Whitesbelievedhatthe Blacksnverein harmonywith their
treatmentandfeltthattheyweretreatedfairly or betterin their dailyinteractions Grif- fin
assuredlystoodonthegroundthatthiswasnot, or hadneverbeernthecase.

| wassurprisedthat mostof Griffins encountersith white menledto conversations
aboutsexualpreferences ormmmorality. There seemed to be a deep interest and curiosity
aboutsexualrelationsin theblackcommunity.l onceheardthat Blackwomenwereviewed as
purely sexuabeingsMostwomenthatweresexuallyabusedvereall but shunnedbythe wives
of the men that hadexwith the help. What | found most disturbing is that one man
admittedthatif thewomenactuallywantedto makealiving beingemployedoy him, shehad to
havesexwith him before she was hired. In some bathroom stalls Griffin recalled that White
men wouldpayto havesexwith Blackwomen andyoungblackgirls. Oneblackman said,
0 Y e whentheywanttosin,t h e yebyd e mo c n28)t i c 6

Whatmog appealedo mewasthepurgingofthed f r a g menrdti evd dlefiai-1 i s n
tion of the Blackcommunity. Thethoughtbehindthis mentalitywasthat a Blackmanmust
becomeanimitation white man(190). ThereweremanyWhitesthattookup thebanneron
cultivatingthisacceptancenechanisnfor the Blackpeopleandweresomewhatppalled when
toldtheir servicesverenolongerneededThereversavasepicandveryrelevantto- dayin the
Black communityThere was a spiritual embrace in the Black communitytttlaangedthe
world as they knew itTheNew Blackwasnow beautiful, enriched with substance, and
worthy of progressionBlackpeoplebeganto takeovertheir schools and demandedBlacks
in positionsof authority in orderfor localbusinesso receivethe Blackdol- lars.Blackthinkers
built 0 aationwithin an a t i(180). bwould recommendadhisbookto
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all Americansfor thisisreal Americanhistory.Thisisthehistorythatweonly nowreceiveat a
collegelevel. Thisisthe historythat canhaveadeepenoughimpactonap e r swayoblite to
last a lifetime. haveheard many peoplsayt h at hi st osrtyo ragmitothaithisis o0
thetruth in all of its candor.However,G r i f tfuth isffom afirst- handexpert encethatcan
neverberepeatedIn the mostdaring way hediscoveredhetruth andl havebeenhighly
impressedvith hisconnectionandhis careto thisuncomfortablesubjectof hu- mans versus
humans.
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Honorable Mention General Art
Michael Salinas
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1stPlacd.iteraryCritique
The Beauty of Truth and Love

Karissa Grado

Romanticism can easily be defined as a group of-pkited people that brought
aboutchangethrougho n a t anddyhaticemotionsandideas.Thefocuson nature,the
individual, knowledge passimatelove,and sexbrought forth changeshat made people
spontaneous and explore themwn ideas about life and experiencd3uring the Romantic
periodmanywriters begartoexploredifferentthemesThes¢hemeshangedrom beingthe
religious viewsthey had written aboutfor years tobeingmore free spirited, sensual, and
madepeoplethink andfeel. Thewriters begarthis shiftfrom traditional worldly viewsof the
church to experimenting with what inspired them in nature arelerydaylife. These
0 s pamd ocemationsthemesandideadueledthe poetryof the Romantigeriod.How-
ever,it is John Keats and his concept®oN e g £taipvad i | i t yé6 an dwhiclB e a
wereparamounttothisera.

John Keats islaighly notable and influential poet r om t he Romanti c
ideologiefo Ne g & ipad antdo B eyaandT y u wdrebhemesor waysfor him to
expressiewideals.Thenegativecapabilityconceptrefersto nothavingafixedidentity.ln a
letterwritten toK e abrothérshestate® N e g &apabilitgthatiswhenamaniscapable of
beingin uncertainties, Mysteriegjoubts,without anyirritable reachingafter fact &reas o n 0
(Keatsl927). Thisdistinguishedetweerthestruggleof poetrybasednthewr i t er 6 s p
beliefsandinterestsrersugheimpersonalecordsofthew r i treeaptiveneswm the
uncertaintiesofexperienceThisqualitythatK e anbtieedlparticularlyin literary people of
achievementywasacreativeanddeepempathyof appreciationfor others In negativeca
pabilitythed 6 n e gaapedtefesstdani n d i v capagitgdr dmetionalrange,andac
tivelynotknowing.Thed ¢ a p adspedtéenotgmp e r sabilitysofolerate andembrace that
uncertainty and p é/oller844-B45) This meares that a peesant i t y (
experiences individuafeelingsand a sense of the unknown, but is afraidexperiencingthat
unknown identity. With this beingsaid a person experiences the unknowybeingd wi t h &
a n d udcertailty.Whenap er s o n uncertaigtyiitt hibs a O6youd r at
perspectivandtheunknowniselsewhereHoweverwhenapersonso i uncértaintyheex-
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periencesa more personaland direct perspectiveof beingin the unknown andthat opensup
many possiblities. Thesehemesplayeda very important role in K e apgoemiDdeto a Night-
ingale

In thepoemOdeto aNightingalethed s u b j descripiiomoitheintrapersonalpro-
cesf thepoetillustratesd n e gad p & lan al cit ti(Yoder847). Whenthisconcepts in
actionthatmeansapersonis movingbetweerthefeelingsof theunknown andthefearof the
unknown. Essentiallythe poemOdefo a Nightingaldas aboutthe unknown peopleexpe rience
in the darkness of thaight. The bird that was cbsenfor this poem contradicts the concept
ofb n e gaa p & echusdhegnightingaleonly singsatnight andalsoisknown to
representove,beautypr passionK e abeginghepoembydescribingthefeelingofadull mind
thatisthendrawnintothen i g h t iworlgl byltssviesimelodioussoundsThepoet wantsus
toexperiencaghesamesensef happinesandbeautyof thenightingalethathehas seerkKeats
fully enterstheworld of the nightingaleandseemso bethoroughlyenjoy- ing it and beginsto
think he wants to disappear into forever.However Keats returns from thisvorldly
experienceandfadesn andoutandbeginsto contemplatedeath.Thedarknes®f thenightis
whatisassociatewith thisaspecbf death which Keatdelieveswould freehim of pain. When
he contemplatethis, he beginsto think abouthow he would nolonger be ablg¢oexperience
theenjoymentindecstasypfthen i g h t isongThispeemisaboutt he omor t al it
immortality [of] then i g h t isongl@t¢omifgsmoreawareof their separatenessagainhe
wondersaboutjoining thebird, or hisill brother,ashereferstothe biblicalfigure[off Ru t h 6
(Voller351). EssentiallyKeatsvasstuckgoingbackandforth with this mentality of mortality
and immortality where he is transfixed with the sounds of thgghtingalebringing him back
to experiences of enjoyment amaaking him also wonder abouthe presencef death.John
Keatdhassuchfluidity in hiswriting andhisableto movefromjoyanddespairand mortality
andimmortality soeffortlessly.

Keat sd& other ideol ogy I ecelerRefeweryAtisdasnd T
intensity,capableof makingall disagreeablesvaporatefrom their beingin closerelation- ship
with BeautyandT r u (Kéats1926). Thiswashis solutionto why wetakepleasuren certain
representations of subjects @verydaylife that maybe ugly or painful. With John Keatiseing
oneof thegreatespoetfthisera,hnehadasense¢hato B e aowvetcgmegveryother
consi deration, or rather obliterates Iabhutyis& on
puretruth thatcandefeatall otherideasandisastrong,powerfulandspiritual
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experienceHoweverp t r far Kdat&ouldpossiblyneanfidelity, whichtiesintothemean ing

of 0 bbglzeindaryatiribute oflovers.This helps to understand that Beauty and Truth are
eternal, basicallgayinggo et er ni ty i s the proper cont ex!
(Dilworth 54). Keatsalsobelieveshato 6\ amakesensefwhatd R e acanaah. 6

Beautyand Truth donotconventionallystandtogetherin isolationbutarepart of their own

trinity, which includesG o o d n(Bilsvatid 57). Tounderstandhis conceptonemustbe
lievethatthed | aspectstheheartdecidingfor whatthemind cannotacceptwhich isthe

0 r e aaspectilbismeanghatthetwo aredifferentbutthe sameanddonotstandalone but
togethet o cr eat e a 0 gooevenaaslied hfi sr csami rbiet wals €
poem Odeona GrecianUrn, wherethe essencef beautyandtruth isdirectly linked toan
eternalobject.

In thepoemOdeona GrecianUrnK e aistrgir@ to describehis encounterwith the
beautifulurn by providing vivid imageryandattemptingto useall five senses describingit.
K e ad psodenptiesthatthespeakedescribesheurn asheislookingatit, butwhatthe
readeractuallyd s eignsttheurn butthes p e a keshald@scriptionof thescenesnthe
u r iK§oungMin Han251) itself. Thisis becausave cannotseeor picture exactlywhatthe
urn looked likesee v er y on e Opsi citmiargel niesd dtiyifgftoecaprine the Ke é
beautyof awomanin describingtheurn soit becomestousthatit isin essencafemale with
thecurvesandtheshapeof theurn. Inthepoemheo u | t i seektoeeprgsenthe concept
ofimmortalty,and t he most obvious symbol of i mm
the urn, [as] a s KyangNMin Har 26Q)whichewlill exsstsfar etesngye 0
When an object is timeless it lagtseverand neverceases to be whatwas,it isimmortal.
K e amostsymboliclinesin OdeonaGrecianUrnared B e asdtuti, Truth Beauty;-that is
alll ' Yeknow on Earth, and alfen e e d t d¢DilMortho5%).6This washisway of saying
beautyandtruth isequalto loveandintelligenceandthateverybody yearnf®r human
affectionor passionThishelpsto understandhe poemandgainour own imageof theurn.

In conclusionJohnK e a infliénal workof0 Ne g £ ip a & antoi B eyaandt y
T r u wdremewwaysof experimentingwith poetryin the Romantigeriod.SincegheRo
manticperiodwasatimeof learningnewknowledgeK e aideadteusedn hispoetrywere
considered somewhat philogphical, but mostly were influenced by his owimagination.
These ideas were becoming increasing popular during this era and were helping to open a
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door to the unknown for people to learn and explore. The Romantic pasiasjust a fun
timefilled with peoplewho wantedto experiencesverythingtheycouldgetout of life, bast
cally people who wanted tbve life to the fullest and gain the mokhowledgethat they
could. Thiswasatime of greatinfluential changein industry andliterature which helpedto
shapaheworld welivein today.Theo f rsepel werdthepreoplemakingthemostchanges
andtheoneswhowantedto feelandexperienceall theemotiongheycould.Natureandlife
wouldfill themwith overwhelmingemotionsandthatwouldinspirepeopleto createandex-
plore.Romanticisnwasanawesoméme of exploringnewpassionsjnding newexperienc es,
andfalling deeplyin love.
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2nd Place Literary Critique
WilliamWoodsworth

Laura Fosdick

Theworld of British Literature hasslowlyevolvedverthepastseveratlecadessthe
writers of theeachtime periodbegarntofocusonaparticular themethatdescribedheideals of
theday. Oneof themostinfluential periodsin British LiteraturewastheRomantid?eriod,which
lastedirom 1798 through 1832, wasstartedoy amannamedwilliam Wordsworth.
Wordsworthbeganthe RomantidPeriodandtheideaof individualistthinking afterhetrav-
eledto Franceandexperiencedoththecamaraderieof the FrenchRevolutiorandits ulti-
matedownfall afterthe Rheinof Terror. In FranceWordsworthwasexposedo newideas, a
newsenseef being,wanting,andyearningfor abettersocietywerethe peopleof anation are
united under one common goal: freedom of expression. It is thiohig curiosity and
dedicationthatanewliterary periodbegan.William Wordsworthwasthemain catalysftfor the
Romantid_iterarymovementhrough hiscarefulanalysiof societyandthedesireiob e o ne 0
own personthroughtheFrenchRevolution. Wordswo r t Rof@anticPeriodfocusedon
settingasidetimeto explorenatureandlearnthe waysof theworld through careful ob-
servatiomandrefection,orad s p o n t averflevooipewerfule mo t i Thnmowholbser
vationsof natureandindependenthinking, Wordsworthbelievedhateachindividual could
learnhow to work togetherto befit societyasawhole. Wordsworthwasamanof greatin-
fluencebecauséestrivedtofind thebeautyin naturetohelpthed ¢ o m ma movercome
oppression.

TheFrenchRevolution wasawar betweerthecommonmanandtheroyalmonarchy,a
fight for democracyWhen Wordsworthfirst visited France between November 1791 to
Decembed 792, hebecamesnamoredwith thesightsof passionat&olunteersvho ran to-
gethertofight for anewrepublicof FrancgCambridgel). Wordsworthagreedwith thewar
becauséebelievedstronglythateachandeverypersonis capableof changinghissitua tion or
the world for the better; if an individual believestronglyin his/her ability to changea
problem,their statusshouldnotkeephim from accomplishinghisor herdreams.Words-
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worth justifiedtheviolencebecausét representedhecommongoalof Franceto createa sense
of self worth andtherealizationthat Francecouldbecomemorestableplacetolive.

During his first year inFrance, Wordsworthmet Captain MicheBeaupuypne of the
main catalyst for the French Revolution. For the nfext years leading up to thReignof
Terror, Wordsworthand Beaupuy corresponded through leder about t he com
plights because othe Royalgovernment. It is through these letters thatordsworthfelt a
sensef camaraderiavith the peopleof Francethusenablinghim tobecomedetermined
revolutionary(Cambridgel). Wordsworthsympathizel with themenbecauséebelievedn the
powerof changedueto aunified bodyworking togetherto makeimprovementonana-t i on 0
culture. WordsworthbelievedheRevolutionvasnecessaripecausherealizedthatit was
0 e s p edifficudt fordthpsewholivebymanuall a b o u r sufvivehbgself support and
self sufficingendeavorsyyanticipationsapprehensionsgndactiveremembrancedyy
el asticity under insult, and f Woradsworthaus-i st e
derstoodhecommonm a nsafferingandyearningfor governmentassistanctheydid not
alwaysreceive.Forthisreasonhebeganto focusonwriting liberal works,encouragingrev-
olutionariestofight for their rightsandcreateanewgovernmenthatwould supportthem.

ThroughouttheRevolutionWordsworthremainedadedicatedupporterof thecause
until theatmospheref thewar beganto shift from aunitedfront to the Reignof Terror. It was
thenWordsworthbegarreevaluatinghisevolvementsavoicefor the Revolutio. Dur- ingthe
Reignof Terror,theFrenchRevolutionariebegarto conductmassxecutionf indi- viduals
who they felt wereagainstthe fight of a new form of government. With this turawayfrom
unity, Wordsworthbecameadiscouragedndchangechisoriginal ideasof imme- diatechange
of governmentoamoreconservativeoctrinecalledPhilosophicaNecessity, whicliocusedon
0 n a tandfreedomofw i [(Ulnder 170). Wordsworthfelt thatthe pec ple hadforgotten
themainreasontheywentto war, which wasto fight for thefreedomand create a better life

for France. With thisswitchto PhilosophicaNecessityh e o0 b el i e Vawsthati n c a
activelydirectedbothnatureandhumanb e i nrggulatedtheoperations othecosmos,
underlyingitsorderdinessandintelligibility; thehumanmind participated n or der | i n

(Ulmer 171). To create a unified nation, commdaws must be put into place createa
sens®f orderanddirectionto createa strongerfunctioning society.After theReignof Terrar,
commonlaw andpersonabpinionsbegarto beviewedastheenemynot the monarch.
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OnceWordsworthturnedfrom political extremismto PhilosophicaNecessityhebe
gantoresearclotherfailed Revolutiongo comparethemto the Frenchin orderto under-
stand what led to the failure dfachn ew gover nment . On hi s qQque
historyto suggesaphilosophyof political quietismandc o n f o r miethigakartdpokbtit
calvirtueswereinextricablylinked with eachother,privateandpublic morality beingthe
sameandtherefore thattheenddid notjustify themeansonewould bequalifiedtogovern
othersonlywhenoneknewhowtogoverno n e s (&Ham313.

Wordsworthrealizedthat personakthicsisakeycomponento theultimatedirectionof a
government omwar. If a person or group of people alreativequestionable values or
struggledo governthemselveghisphilosophywill beappliedto aleadershigposition.As
Wordsworthcomparedailedrevolutions herealizedthateachwar beganwith honorable
intentionsto improvethenationinto acontesof patriotism. In hisepicpoem, 7hePrelude,
Wordsworthanalyzedhevariouscauses$or thefailuresduring thepastrevolutionsby mak- ing
theconnectionof

oWhat a mockery this

Of history, the past and that to com&low

dol feelhow | havebeendeceived,

Readingf nationsandtheir worksin faith-

Faithgivento vanity andemptiness

Oh, laughter for the page that would reflect

To future times the f&2®.e of what now I

After thewar, Wordsworthrealized throughouthistory, nations that started rebellioregainst
the government usually ended in failure because the revolutionaries looked toveargsy
promisedofulfill thedreamof anewform of government.Heunderstoodhisdelu- sionsin
believingthe FrenchRevolutionwould succeedbecauseheleadersof thewar did notlook
towardshistoryor naturetofight thewar; therefore theymetthesamdateaspastfights.

AfterWordsworthexaminedh i s t flaws,liebegantobrainstormwayssocietycould
improvewar tactics. Todothis, hebegano analyzehistheoryof first focusingon theindi-
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vidual beforegoverninga group ofpeople.During his investigationof human interaction, he
realizedthatunderstandinghatureisthekeytoahealthysociety Wordsworthconcluded that
naturewasbestunderstoodhroughthefive sensesight,sound smelltouch,andtaste (Razaq
69). Theideaof focusingon natureto understandhe humanconditiondelvesnto the
complexrealization thateveryanimal, every planplaysa vital role in the survival oeach
onein nature.

Asthefoundationof the Romantid?eriod the studyof naturethrough thefive senses
explains the importance of understanding the relationship betweenglamts andanimalsof the
wild. Wordsworth explains through his poetry that animals only display acts of Vence
when necessary for nutrients and when they feel threatened. By &xperiencingand
analyzingnature, an individual will learn how to coduct his or her life in avay that would
not only benefit each, but benefit theociety As an individual spends more time in nature, he
or she wil!/ e X p e feeling(that)gpresses ouward fiom dhe leearsagay
fromitssoil upholdsup, cherishesandtestifiegotheenergeticcontinuity of mereb e i nitg é
comesnow from anexperienceof equality,andexpresseafeelingoneh as t owar ds
b ei Bmpmwich 609). Bystudyingboth nature anchistory, eachindi- vidual will beableto
viewtheworld in adifferentlight, to seetheimportanceof eachindi- vidual completinghis or
her part without loosingsightof acommongoalto createa pros- perousandfair societyfor all.

William Wordsworth expressed his desire create a befteéure throughout his poetryand
epic works byexpressinhi s 1 deas of natureds i mpact o
Hebelievedhatby analyzingthe veryfoundationof life unregulatedoy humanin- teraction,
civilizationswill beginto reevaludehowtheywork with oneanotherto createa morestable
future andpreventfuture mistakedylearningfrom pastgenerationsNature shouldring
inspiration,aspontaneouiow of imaginationto createastrongercommunity,asecurebodyof
peopleworking togethertowardsthe commongoalof improving the pre- sentandthefuture.
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Honorable Mention General Art
DOANnNgelrson Ande
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3rd Place Literar¢ritique
The Mystery of a Stranger

Shelvin Jackson

Oftentimesin life webehavan mannerghat mayseenunbefittingtothosewhoare
closestous.Weareusedto themandlikewisetheyareusedious.Ap e r sfamilyasd friends
or thoseuniquelyembeddednto hislife, andwho haveanintimate knowledgeof a persorand
thisknowledgdlictateslialogue expressionandconductbetweereachother. We conduct
ourselves in this manner because there is no mystery between fandlyreemds,butwhena
strangerentersinto our life, mysteryandthe unfamiliar enteraswell. Thisisthecaseén 6 Go o d
CountryP e o by AF&abnenyO6 Connor

Tobeginthestory,O 6 C o mierbwimesall of thecharacterdogethenn someman ner;
she paits a picture of two families residing and -gexisting with oneanother.Onecharacter,
JoyHulga,emergessthe storyunfoldsandmysterygripshermind andimagina tion. The
mysterylieswithin ManleyPointerasheentersbyknockingatthedoorto sel the familiesa
bible.Assoonashelayseyeson JoyHulga,achaseensuesJoyHulgaandManley Pointeplay
thegameof catandmouseandlaterin their conversationagameof wits and words. Joy
HulgasymbolizesO 6 C o /because, like hersellpyHulga wasin her thirties andhadnot
known aman.JoyHulga,uponthe encounterthoughtaboutit throughoutthe night,0 S haal
lain in bedimaginingdialoguedor themthatwereinsaneon the surfacebut that reached
below the depths that no bible salesmaould beawareo f (). It was the mystery of
Manley Pointer that intrigued her imagination. The allure of mystergighsheavilywithin
our societytoday.Asindividuals,we allow our mindsto wanderinto theun- knownwhen
peopleintrigue us.Menandwomenalikeventureinto theabysfthedo Wh a t andfifds 0
themselves situationgheyneverimagined.

JoyHulga,like manyof us,maintainstheallusionof beingin control. Shecontrolsher
facialfeaturesandbodygesturesaswell asherthoughts,assheenjoyshekissbetweermer- self
andhernewfoundfriend. Shemaintainsthis control similarly tothecontrol shedisplaysduring
conversationsvith herfamily, buttherewasonething which allowedhertolosecon- trol, her
woodenleg.Her family, emotionally tied to the eventshich caused the accident andssof
limb, couldnotbreakthrough theimaginarywall barricadedaroundher psyche
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logicalstate putastrangeiwhomshebarelyknowsdoesHewasableto dothisbecausée was
notemotonallytiedtoher;therefore sheallowshermind towanderinto themysteryof him.
Thewoodenlegwasthekeyto heremotionalfreedomandto herheart,0 b shefeltas ifher
hearthadstoppedandlefthermindtopumpherb | o B)dAdterthisshebecomess innocent
asachild.

One mystery lies in this question, how can a tatthngerrestore your total inne
cence?Theanswers,heisnotemotionallytied.n this senseshegainedherinnocenceput in
anothershelostit aswell. Shehadgivenherselfwholly to him in mind andspirit, andshe felt
free, but when she asked for that freeddrack by asking foher legback, he took théeg,
packedit in his briefcase, and headed for tinddls. When he took heteg,he took her heart.
Like so manyf ustoday,she lost her innocence tostranger.She found her innecenceand
lostherinnocencdn amatterof momentswvhile wonderingoverthe mystery All is notlost!
Sadlyshelosttheinnocenceof her emotionsbut shewasableto keepthe inno- cenceof her

virtue and purity.
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1st Place Poetry

Theatre Mask
Stephanie Abshire

As | slip into hershoes,
Theweightof her world

Pressemto myshoulders.

As | exhale,
Every piece of me is lost.
Hermemoriesdegintoflow

Throughmeasmy own.

For in his moment
| know exactly whol am:

| am her.

Andwhenthemileisdone,
And Ikick off her shoes,
My life floodsbackin
Drowning her,

Until she ceases to exist.

And then | must ask,
0 D otleepassiorcomefrom becomingher Or

escapingny sel f ?0
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3rd Place Poetry
Unconditional Love

Michael Salinas

Tellme,in which way,is my life still wrong?
|changedd or you, yet you wouldnot

Please, comeack----- before 1itds too | at e

| trustedin youUnconditionalLoveEverything
yousaid helpmyday
| feel no love from you now
To that, what do you say?
| hid in theyshadow of oI
How precious those words fane.

Protectegvenfight underyourwing.

But I neverknew you, did I?Younevermeant it--
did you?
Youwereatrick tomyimagination,
justareasoro givemehope!
| found thatnolw dondt need yo

because tGodsvhohelpsmecope.
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Honorable Mention Poetry

My Foolish Love is like the Moon

Timothy Allen Jones

My foolish love is like thenoon,
Sheds distant and sheds col
With waning charms,departing soon,

Panic has gripped her soul.

OWith you I 6ve wasted all my
She tells me and i1 tds tru
| nevermadeheragreatma nwife

Thewayshewantedmeto.

My foolish love is likehe moon,
Within s h éarenanddead;
To reflectinglight, solely attuned,

Neglecting her own light to shed.
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Honorable Mention Poetry

How Many Ways Can a Single Man bern

Clarence Hughes

How manywayscan asingleman be torn, youodre
expectedofatheryourchildren,y o udxpeetedo
husbandyourwife,y o u éxpeetedo family your
family, buteachandeveryonehashisownindividual
directionhewishesyouto go.If youdonotgo
in thatspecificplacethenyouarelessof aperson, you
arenotright, youlovedifferently for each
and every person. So youwshey to acco
until stress is written with every line your
face carries, until the daily function you easily
performbecomeacomplication,becaussleep
deprivation has set in, becaukk of appetite
reducedoodconsumptionwhich resultsin lack of
energy.Compromise, sacrifice until when? Until
| Obedriddenfrom stroke,or until death comes
from brainaneurismWouldanybalythen profess
mylovefor them,mydedicationwhatl 6 v eto h a d

dealwith.
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Honorable Mention Poetry

| Am Overseas
GeoffreyMartin

| am from the North and the South

Motherfrom the coldweather fatherfrom thewarm. Onefrom the Romarcapital One
from the city of the Popes.

They both shared the same passion

| am from basketball therapy

My greatgreatgrandmothercaughtthevirus
Then transmitted to the rest of tHamily
Mother and Father wergrofessionals

Early years watching them on the court

| amfrom ruined childhood

| wasthat troubledkid that hatedeveryone
Lackof attention,anxiety developingin me
My parentswereusuallygone

Thank God my brother joined me

| amfrom hotchocolatan themorning

Toasted bread and of course Nutella,

Alwaysbeenamorning personsmiling

Happy and the first one to mess with the grumpy one that cannot handle sunlight

| am from brotherhood

My brother was born nineteen years ago

Weirdest and fattest baby | dve ever seen
Shyandquietatfirst, fun andsocialafterall

If I lookin amirror, | canseehim also

| am private Catholic school,

| amlazyperson,jt wasmy definition of hell

My parentsvantedmetobestudious

| guess they wanted me to be successful

| went through, it wasndot easy but I made

| am thebig brother of my little sister

Ababyfrom the21St century,with thetemperof my brotherandl combined
Hardtohandle energetiandclever

She is like me but smaller, prettier

| amliving my first loss,in 2008
Grandpawasmybiggesbasketbalfan
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Hetaughtmehow tofish, how to drive atractor, how to live with whatwe alreadyhave.l
will alwaysmisshim

| am from traveling around the world
Firstfamily trip to Ireland,first timefar from home,l haveseentaly, EnglandandSpain
until | finally reachthis countrythatwill changemy life forever

| am from exchangestudent in 2010
Shippedo Texasnto anunknownworld
Different culture, differentlanguage,
Foundanewfamily thatl cancounton

| do not want to go anywhere else

| amfrom cdlegestudentwhod o e &novdwthereto go.Firstyearathome without any
motivation, failure was thenly option

Back to Texas, motivated, determined

Looks like | will be an Engineer

| am from becoming someone responsible

Being so far from home, having deal with everyday life problems by myself, | am grow
ing up fasterthan | thought!l would |

hadno choicebutbecomenadult

| am from missing my family and friends

5,000 milesaway,myfamily spendsChristmagogetherl amsad,andalone But
myfriendshere,mysecondamily

And this year | am going back, pretty happy

| am from France to Texas, Europe to USA

Born in the old continent, living my life in the new world. | am made of two cultures
| was raised as a child in French, became an aduEmglish. | am Geoffrey Martin

83



CoverArt

10N

HonorabldVent

Javier Sauceda

84



Honorable Mention Poetry
| Am

Skyler Porras

| am from father and mother.

Poor decisions and an unhappy relationship.
Three others with me.

Industrial maritime vacations.

Drugs, Deceit, Divorce.

| amnow from mother,stepfatheisincefour.
Threehavetorturedwith me.
Fathernowfour wivesanddivorced.

A child 18 years apart from utour,
Nowbeginsherjourney.

| am from abuse andeglect,

Blood and broken bones,

Metal kitchen tools ancheadlocks,
Italians,corruptcops)ocksanddoors
Murder,abandonmenthate.

| amfromthephrased wor t hl ess . 0

Depression and loss giurpose.

Useless medications, bullies and blades,
Rejection of authority, childhood trauma.
Christian to agostic.

| am from epiphanies and logic,
Creating my own purpose and want.
Pursuing the greatest outcome and how.
Books and desperation,

Realization and new course.

| amfrom myself createdby othersto mold.
Precededlygreatauthorsandmen.

Dale Carngie, Stephen Covey, Napoleon Hill, Charlie Chaplin,
Martin L. King Jr., John F. Kennedy, flaws and brilliance alike.
| am from selfawareness.

Unwavering when confronting disapproval.

Planning, executing, succeeding,

Pursuing healthy principles.

Growth, Hanesty, Love.
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| am from doubters, skeptics.
Peoplall aroundmewith failedgoals.
Theydonotcareenough.
Beggingnetofail for their sake,
Cryingin painwhen| succeed.

| am from the people | help.

| create them and they create me,
Interdependencés key.

| grow greatemo, WEbecomegreater.

Weareo Goidtekec hr ysal i s.

| am from the planet Earth.

Not from border,race, or religion.
Peoplarepeopleweareall animals.
Needswants,aimlessggoals, chaos,
Satisfactionprder, happiness.

| amfrom my own mind; | amloving life.

Sufferingto the point of Viktor Frankl.
Curious of death without fear of it.
Everthepainsin life becomepleasure, |
wishtolive forever.

| am from lower class America,
Fighting myway into knowledge.
Pursuinggreatrstandardofliving.
Helpingthosethat| can.

Finding my way to where | need to be.

| am from the arts.

My tool without limits,

My mind in the physical.

Notto belookedatalonebuttobeused,
Communicationn the purestof forms.

| am from the futre.
Continuously progressing indefinitely.
New technology, Global education,

0

Rapid growth of knowledge and healthcare.

In want of unending experience.
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Honorable Mention Poetry

| Am From Successful to Come

Paola Barrientos

| am from Mexico and America.

New culture, new traditions and new people.
Beingeducatedoy thosestrangers.

Will I everunderstandor justpretend.

0 J Unddtonw e Ogoirgh o me . 0

| amfrom the Spanistand English.

oOoHol a, haw g6 you

Speakin@nunknown languageo others.

Beingcalledanoutsider,| 6l

Rolling my rds, but you canodt.

| amfrom fastfoodto homecooking.
Goingoutto eatwith my family.
Stayingin and cookingdinner. Making
Tacosleasadabarbacoarez, Lenga,
tripas,carnitasor fajita.

| am from a middleclassfamily.
Buyingnewthingswed o méed.
Wastingmoneylike thereisnotomorrow.
Spendingnoneyor savingmoney.
Making money or losing money.

| amfrom beingspoiledand o iismywayor now a yo. Yoalwaysgetwhatyouwa nt , 6
GettingnewclothesshoespursesEverything desirewill bemine.
| deserve it from all my hard work.

| am from the trill, PAT.

0 Ma milavey o u , POP hold it down. ¢
Where the UGK, Pimp C and Biin

0 T h r adhelbmadtimesandworset i mes . 6

Comingfrom thetrill butnotrepresenting.

| am from being surrounded by fake people. Their fake personalities and smiles.
Sayingd O Hirl, I lovethats h i Tutning@roundto her otherfriendso G ithatkhirtisthe
mosthideoughinglevers e e n . 0

| am frombeinga daughter to asister.
Taking care andrguing dayand night.
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Beingcalled names andiaking funof them.

O0What 6s omedwentpd nues? 6
| amfrom drinking PumpkinSpicd_atte
Thetypicalwhite girl, butl amnot.

[0 mmoreMexicanthanatacoandasombrerocombined.
Thelovefor my Mexicanblood.

| am inlovewith my future soul.

Togethefour yearsandmoretocome.

Loveis amazingand | get to enjoy it.

0 Net f Icihxthedie®.d

| woul dnot tngamdheworld f or anyt hi

| am from speeding and cars.

Going 120mph but supposed to do 70mph.
Gotstoppedsevertimesbut only gotaticketonce beingagirl hasits perks? Speeding
in myblood;gotit from mydad.

| amfrom teamiPhoneandalwayswill be.
Taking selfiesall thetime.

Posting pictures on Instagram or Facebook.
For the world to see and criticize.
Tweetingmylife awayduring sleegtime.

| amfrom thefootballand DallasCowboys

Wearmyjerseyproud andshowingit off.

Watching Sundaynight football to watchingthe gamehighlights. Thank
GodVerizongivesmefreeNFLapp.

| am from a daddyds girl and al ways wil |l
From getting me random gifts to tel]l me
|l f || need something, hehwrélfbeevtbe?Pé. Beo:

| am from music to sound.
BrunoMars, TaylorSwiftandevenEdm.
Fromloudtoolow from closetoofar.
Earphones in, earphones out.

Music is always there when | need it.

| am from successful toome.
From Prek to collegegraduate.
Onestepatatime,onestepcloser.
Oneday! will bethatperson.
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HonorabledMentionCoverArt
Javier Sauceda
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Honorable Mention Poetry

Reborn
Pedrd_ugo

Hereds a st owakingowith a dead man
hiseye<losedshutliving in darkness;
he sold his soul to the devil himself
who stripped him from everything and made him so heatrtless.
He was Satand6s personal puppe:
onaroadtodestructionwith noturning back,
all hislife in andout of prison;
tattoos on his arms to cover his tracks.
Poisorflowed through hisveins,
from aneedlethat causedsomuchpain, a
poormanwho hidesbehindhisshame,
strolling through life with no one to blame.
Time and timeagainhe tried to break, but
gettinghigh washis only wayto escape,;
he hit rock bottomnot knowing how muchmorehecouldtake,
soheprayedfor achangebeforeit wastoolate,
That 0 s daghe heard awicsay,
0 C o mith meand! will showyoutheway,
trustin meandmy sonandyouwill see,
and know that the truth shall set you fee. 6
so at once he confessed all his sins,
hisold life isdeadandhis newlife begins.
Neveragaindoeshewanttoshootdope,
and through God it is possible but he must never lose hope.
Full of the spirit he could not help but to cry,

thankinghisFatherandheheardHim reply.
0 Wh gauareweakl will bestrong,
if you obey in my word you can never go wrong,
| know at times you felt so alone,
but youmustknow | havebeenhereallal| ong. 0
This man is proof to those who are lost,
thatGodsentlesusodieonthecross,
to give us new life and forgive us of our sins,
so let us be reborn with this message He sends.

R.I.P, Pops
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Photography

Donna Ellis
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Poetry

Traveler
ChadBelyeu

| will go now
With weathered pack shouldered Down
briar-thorn paths
Into still and misted waters
Via rule-straight Roman roads
Up crisp blue mountainsides
Through clouded imaginings
Of fields afire
To taste the blackened moss
Of aftermath
| will gountil the call of hane
Pierces withdeafeningclarity
Thenresti tosegheworld again
Her son reborn, and cleaeyed
For the firsttime.
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Photography

Adrienne Champagne
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Poetry
The Book

Eursala Davis

Haveyou everwondered,
Why themoonshinessobright?
Haveyou everwondered,
Why i tsécalmat night?
Haveyou ever wondered,
How the earth rotates irspaceBut
keepstsplace atasteadypace?
|l tds Iin The Book.

Haveyoueverwondered,
Why we cry, why mendie,
Why welie?

Have you? Ever?

Do you eer wonder,
Can | be free, whods the rea
Does anyone care, is anyone there?
|l tds i n The Book.
Just look.

Do youeverthink,
How will it all end?
Where did Ibegin?
Do | have a real friend?
Just look.
|l tds i n The Book.

The Book Just look
One Look jst might getyou hooked. 97



Photography

Donna Ellis
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Poetry

JealousoftheLight
Gary Dickert

| am jealous of the light.
Thewayit caressegourface,
Thewayit capturesyourgaze.
It sees you when no one else civrapping
itself beneathyour chin aswould alover.
| am jealous of the light.
Its creates shadow that accentuates your lips,
And a silhouette that hints at a beauty just out of reach.
Light touches youeyesand creates a sparkffering
ahint of adeeperyouwaiting to bediscovered.
| am jealous of the light.
It isalwayswith you,makingyousafe,
Keepingzouwarmwithin itsembrace.
And,asagift to theworld, you sharethelight.
Youreflect the brightness of your inner soul, And
othersbaskin your passiorfor loveandlife.
| amthankful for the light,

For without it, | would never have seen you.
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