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• Apply newly-learned vocabulary words and use them in original sentences 

• Use electronic dictionary resources 

• Infer suggested meaning by using stylistic cues 

• Evaluate the potential usefulness of reading material, both in print and online 

• Value the role of independent reading as an important part of their college experience 

• Value the role of reading communities as an important part of their college experience. 

The original institutional goal was “To foster an environment that is conducive to the reading 

of all genres and types of material, regardless of media, for both academic achievement and 

personal enrichment.” The institutional objectives were to: 

• Integrate effective, research-based strategies for improving reading comprehension, 

literacy skills, and appreciation into all classes. 

• Provide an open-access website on which will be housed links to reading websites, links 

to locally-developed videos or other reading tutorials, information about upcoming 

reading-related events at the college and in the community, and feature coverage of 

faculty, staff, and student reading. 

• Choose a book or reading-oriented speakers for the Lecture Series in the fall semester, 

and will sponsor a common book experience based on the Lecture Series 

• Create and maintain reading communities in the spring semester, based either in majors 

or common interest 

 Throughout the fall of 2011 and spring of 2012, the QEP Development Committee revised 

 the QEP focus statement and outcomes, tightening and refining each statement as needed. By the 

 end of the fall 2011 semester, the focus statement read, “The focus of the QEP is to enhance 

 student reading comprehension, literacy skills, and appreciation of reading, by introducing a 

variety of reading strategies into select credit courses and by choosing reading-focused activities 

on campus.” The classroom initiative goal statement was, “To improve reading comprehension 

and vocabulary acquisition, by integrating instruction designed to improve the students’ ability to 

select and use appropriate reading and vocabulary strategies into select credit courses.” Student 

learning outcomes were narrowed and limited by the end of fall 2011 as well, to three outcomes: 

• Students will demonstrate improvement in the comprehension of academic reading 

material. 

• Students will demonstrate improvement in academic vocabulary knowledge. 
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• Students will demonstrate an increased level of awareness of reading and vocabulary 

acquisition strategies. 

Acknowledging that LSC-PA offers technical as well as academic programs of study, the 

committee chose to add the words “discipline-specific” to Student Learning Outcomes one and 

two to further emphasize that the skills gained should be gained in the context of skill specific 

classroom content. 

The institutional initiative goal was streamlined as well: “To foster an environment that is 

conducive to reading, by providing support for instructional intervention, programming that 

emphasizes reading, and training for faculty and staff.” In support of the institutional initiative, 

the Committee tentatively agreed to the following activities: 

• Integrate effective, research-based strategies for improving reading comprehension, 

literacy skills, and appreciation into all classes. 

• Provide an open-access website on which will be housed links to reading websites, links 

to locally-developed videos or other reading tutorials, information about upcoming 

reading-related events at the college and in the community, and feature coverage of 

faculty, staff, and student reading. 

• Offer a common book experience in the fall semesters and a common theme with 

readings in the spring semesters. 

• Expand the role of assessment coordinator to include faculty development 

The Committee researched academic literature and reviewed reading intervention best 

practices that are highly effective, yet minimally invasive into course content. While the 

Committee members themselves could speak to practices in many general academic and 

technical areas, the Committee also interviewed faculty from disciplines not represented by the 

committee, including the natural sciences (Biology) and technical trades (Automotive, 

Cosmetology), to determine the need for reading instruction in those disciplines. Initially, the 

Committee selected ten strategies to pursue: 

• SQ3R (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review) – reading comprehension 

• KWL (Know, Want, Learn) - reading comprehension 

• Selective Underlining/Annotation – reading comprehension 

• Graphic Organizers – reading comprehension 

• Read-Pair-Share – reading comprehension for groups 
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• Cooperative Reading – reading comprehension for groups 

• Concept Definition Maps – vocabulary acquisition 

• Frayer Model – vocabulary acquisition 

• Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes – vocabulary acquisition 

• Content/Context Clues – vocabulary acquisition 

In the spring 2012 semester, the Committee selected five highly regarded reading 

comprehension and vocabulary acquisition strategies to use in select reading-intensive classes: 

SQ3R, KWL, Selective Underlining/Annotation, Concept Definition Maps, and Content/Context 

Clues. The committee also selected an additional strategy, the use of the online vocabulary- 

building site Quizlet. 



 

 

III. Desired Student Learning Outcomes 
The QEP Seahawks SOAR Advisory Committee believes the QEP will benefit LSC-PA 

faculty, the LSC-PA students in the experimental groups, and the total LSC-PA student body. As 

discussed below, each of the six selected strategies promote active reading and reinforce 

vocabulary development. The strategies are: 

• SQ3R: Introduced in Francis Pleasant Robinson’s 1946 book Effective Study, SQ3R is an 

acronym for Survey, Question, Read, Recite, and Review. Using this method, students 

create a type of flowchart on which they preview the material and formulate questions 

that guide their reading. As they read the material, students look for answers to their 

questions. When they finish reading, they summarize the information aloud and review it 

again (Robinson). 

• KWL: Know, Want, Learn is a method by which students connect what they already 

know on the given reading topic to what they need to know in the material. First students 

consider what they already know about the material, and then they formulate questions 

about what they want or need to know. Finally, they learn the new material. KWL also 

uses a loose flowchart format (Ogle). 

• Selective Underlining/Annotation: The strategy helps students organize information in 

texts by using a variety of marking techniques, including underlining, marginal note 

taking, highlighting, and color coding. (Santa, Havens, and Maycumber; Holschuh & 

Altman). 

• Concept Definition Maps: A type of graphic organizer, concept definition maps clarify 

a word’s essential characteristics or qualities by making a visual map of the category, 

properties, and illustrations of the term. This vocabulary-building strategy is also a means 

of defining concepts other than vocabulary, such as the quadratic equation or genus. 

(Schwarts and Raphael ). 

• Context/Content Clues: This vocabulary-building strategy identifies 5 types of context 

clues for students to look for, when they encounter an unfamiliar word while reading. The 

clues are definition, synonym, example, contrast, and inference. 

• Quizlet: Quizlet is a simple-to-use online site that is especially useful for vocabulary 

acquisition. The free site features flashcards, spelling practice, self-tests, word games, 

and a progress tracker. 
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